Social Script - Serendip Sanctuary




My visit to Serendip Sanctuary

[image: A photo of the entrance gate to Serendip Sanctuary. The bitumen driveway is lined with tall eucalyptus and some wattle trees either side. The entrance sign states Welcome to Serendip Sanctuary, Traditional lands of the Wadawurrung people and includes the Park information public telephone number 131963 and website address parks.vic.gov.au]

[image: A Parks Victoria ranger standing beside three children watching as two Cape Barren geese wander past]I am going to Serendip Sanctuary. A sanctuary is a safe park for Australian animals to live. Other people will be there to visit the animals too. 










When I walk through the park quietly, I might see some of these animals. 
[image: Close up image of Tawny Frogmouth which is a medium-sized, stocky bird with a large, wide beak like a frog and it's known for being a master of camouflage, often mistaken for a branch.][image: Photo of eastern grey kangaroo amongst low scrub.]

         

	



                       


[image: Close up photo of Emu wandering through tall grasses.][image: Cape Barren Goose which is a large, pale-grey goose with a distinctive, stubby, greenish-yellow beak that has a prominent, waxy skin above it. I displays loud, grunting, or rasping calls. It is a large, ground-dwelling bird that is primarily a grazer, eating grasses and succulents]





[image: Parks Victoria ranger standing on the edge of a pond looking out over the water while talking to three children.]A Ranger will be leading an activity for my class at the pond. Rangers wear a uniform, and I can ask them questions about the park. 









When I get to the park, I have to stay with my teacher and the Ranger. There are many cars here, so I need to look for moving cars and be safe. 

[image: Parks Victoria ranger safely guiding children across a pedestrian crossing in the carpark of Serendip Sanctuary.]









The Ranger will meet my class at the picnic area and talk about the park rules. I will stay on the paths, keep my distance from animals and take my rubbish back to school.   
[image: Parks Victoria Ranger explaining the park rules to children in the main picnic area.]









I will follow the Ranger on a path through the park to the pond. I will stay with my teacher and the Ranger. This keeps me safe. 
[image: Park Ranger leading the children along the wide gravel path surrounded by eucalyptus trees and native shrubs.]
[image: Parks Victoria ranger leading the children across a timber bridge towards the ponding site]
 
  
At the pond, there will be a gate. The gate keeps the animals safe. The Ranger can help me open and close the gate. I then follow the Ranger to the shelter next to the pond. 
[image: The Parks Victoria ranger opening the gate to the pond area for the children.]












I will take a seat and listen to the Ranger explain how to catch minibeasts and stay safe near the water. My teacher will assign me to a group, and I will take part in a minibeast activity with 3 other students. 
[image: The Parks Victoria ranger is holding a net and bucket explaining to a group of children how to catch minibeasts from the pond behind them.]










[image: Close up photo of a blood worm curling itself around a long green grass reed.][image: close up photo of two Damselfly nymphs on a brown reed under water. One is dark brown and the other is light green and brown in colour. They have a long, slender body with three leaf-like gills at the end of its body.]Minibeasts are small creatures that live in the pond. I might see some minibeasts like a Damselfly Nymph, Blood Worm, Water Mite or Scud.                                     






[image: Close up photo of a orange coloured scud climbing over a grey stone. Scuds are a small crustacean like crabs and crayfish. They have seven pairs of legs and use those closest ot their head to help them feed.][image: Close up photo of a water mite, a wetland spider. The water mite is small in size with a soft, round body and eight legs. ]




I will follow the Ranger to the pond and fill my bucket with water. When I dip my net in the water, I need to bob down to keep safe. I move around my net in the water to catch minibeasts and then tap them into a bucket. 
[image: Children are crouched over the edge of the pond dipping their nets in to catch minibeasts while the Parks Victoria ranger stands behind them watching on.]









I follow the Ranger back to the shelter. The Ranger will pour the bucket of water into a large tray. I can catch minibeasts using my spoon and put them into an ice cube tray. I use a spoon to keep the minibeasts safe. 

[image: Two children carefully scooping the minibeasts from a large tray of water using a spoon then transferring them int the ice cube tray. They can look at them more closely.]









I can put a different minibeast in each cube of the ice cube tray. I can use a magnifying glass to have a closer look at the minibeasts.
[image: image of a black magnifying glass]
[image: Ice cube tray with different minibeasts moving around in each section]

I can find out what minibeasts I caught by looking at the Water Bugs board. I can ask the Ranger to help me identify minibeasts.
[image: Young child standing and pointing to the Water Bugs information board. This board includes photos and a description of the different types of minibeasts including Backswimmers, Water Boatmen, Bloodworms, Seed Shrimp, Scuds, Water Fleas, Water mites, Caddisfly larvae and Damselfly nymphs.]











The Ranger will ask me to help clean up the equipment. I can tip the bugs in the ice cube tray into the large tray and can put spoons and magnifying glasses back into the plastic tubs. The Ranger will tip the large tray back into the pond.
[image: One student is pouring the ice cube tray containing the minibeasts back into the large white tray while two other students watch.]









When I am finished packing up, I clean my hands using hand sanitiser. I can use my own hand sanitiser. The Ranger will ask my class questions about what minibeasts we caught and what this means for the health of the wetland. 
[image: Photo showing someone holding a hand sanitiser pump and putting the hand sanitiser foam onto their open hand.][image: Ranger standing with her arm stretched out and palm gesturing towards the children who are seated on a bench on the edge of the pond.]

I will follow the Ranger on a path through the park to the picnic area. I will stay with my teacher and the Ranger. This keeps me safe. 

[image: Ranger leading the children along a gravel path with tall eucalyptus trees and native shrubs on the edge of the path.]









Next to the carpark, there is a place I can sit to eat my food. This is called the picnic area. I can sit at the table. My food is not for the animals. I will stay with my teacher. 
[image: Children are seated around a picnic table talking and eating some food from their lunch boxes. There are other picnic tables in the background of the photo surrounded by tall trees and dried fallen leaves on the ground.]










There are toilets next to the picnic area. If I need to go to the toilet, I need to tell my teacher first. 
[image: Photo of the outside of a toilet block next to the picnic areas. The toilet block building is made from wood panels and has 3 separate entrances - one each for the female, male and unisex accessible toilet.]  [image: Photo taken inside one of the toilet cubicles that has a blue painted door.]

[image: Three children standing in front of the Welcome to Serendip Sanctuary visitor information board, smiling with their arms raised above their heads.]I had fun looking at minibeasts at Serendip Sanctuary. 











Proudly produced by Parks Victoria in partnership with Amaze

[image: Icon of a telephone with the Parks Victoria public phone number 131963 with the website address underneath which is parks.vic.gov.au][image: Parks Victoria logo]
[image: Amaze organisation logo that has the first two letters, A and M in white coloured text situated on blue background in the shape of a hexagon with the remaining 3 letters A, Z and E in black text on white background. Underneath is the tagline 'creating an autism inclusive Australia.']	

	
Photo credits
Minibeast images by J. Gooderham and E. Tsyrlin
Cape Barren Goose image by Ruth Woodrow
Emu image by Joy Thorup Andersen
All other images by Vanessa Wiggenraad

[image: Parks Victoria logo with a tagline that states Sharing Nature's Stories]
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