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Belfast Coast Mana~ement Plan: - Individual Submission I Survey 

Name: 

Signature .... 

Email Address: ................................................................................................................................................................. . 

Post Code : 

Age Range : ...... d.8 ...................................................................................................................................................... . 
Gender : ........ tf...JJ££.. ...................................................................................................................................................... . 
Is this submission to be treated as Confidential : ....................................................................................................... . 

How often do you use the Reserve : ..... £J.1J~.l)' ____ Q_E[(~---· ·· · ·······························- ····· ············· · ········· · ·············· 

How do you Get to the Reserve: •. Walk, Drive, Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

............ DRt.V..f:... ............................................................................. ................................................................................ . 
What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

windsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

........ f!.~H_1_N4.f-----5..\v.IJ.~t\t~~1 .... ~ .. -~N~.K-~_1\K~-+-J5.9_~:~J~!C",.. ... ff\t~.-~l7 ....... . 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

....... V£.RJ.. ........ J.M .. Po.ITA.~---------- ·-----·-----·--------------· -······ ·········· · ····· ········-······· · ·· ························ · ··· · ··· ·· · 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

Killarney Beach ....................... L .................................................................................................................................. . 
West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairv. .... - ~1. ................................................................................................................. . 
East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting ....... :/.. ............................................................................................................ . 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ..... :/ .................................................................................................... . 
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What is your area of interest {For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

........... R.£.L..f.?....t:..P.1.to.N.R.C ............................................................................................................................ . 

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal . 

..... 1f.J.R:0..0 ........ l.f ...... O.U . .'C ......................................................... ----------··-·········································-------·-·-····· 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ........ lM.lbR.f~t0r ....................................... . 

How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

.... fi.. ...... J ..... .S.~f ...... AN. ..... U.G.0.ND.&N.CC. ....... Of .... f2.\BfJ .... Ltft ....... ~.kO.fYG..r..Tt\e._RC_ .... . 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

......... v.£.t~Y ..... .tl\1.PO.f5.T~!V.C ......................................................................................................................... . 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way . 

...... f..x-.E.Rr.:...tl.:~ ................................................................................................................................................... . 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

............. ":i.E:-:5 ................................................................................................................................................................. . 

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas) • 

........ W.fii.O.L£ ..... R...£>..£R...v._c _ ......................................................................................................................... . 

If you believe dogs and horses should be banned- which areas should they be banned from: 

......... N .. o .......... ·-------··························-------·····················----·---···········································-··-----------················--···--········· 
Do you wish to add any further comments: ·····-·····--··--------·-·················---·------·················--------------······························ 

.. :S.'0..~\ ........ \~~.-~Y. .. £ ..... Jl ......... \\.~.9. .. N.£ ..... ., ...................................................................................... . 
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.. 
Belfast Coast Management Plan: - Individual Survey Submission 

Name: ______ ______ _ 

Signature----------

Email Address: 

Post Code: 

Age Range: ________ 4_ __ ---::t _________ _____ _________________________________ _________ _______________ __________ __ ___ ____________________________________________________ ______ _____ _ 

Gender: __________ :E.f?..~.~-f- ___________________________ __________________________________ ··-----------·-----------------------------------·----------------------------

Is this submission to be treated as Confidential: -------~Q. _______________________ _______________________________________________ ______________ ____ _ 

How often do you use the Reserve: ________ ::;g;_:,: ___ ~---------~-~?--~-9:"--· :.:·---------------- -------------

How do you Get to the Reserve: .• Walk, Drive, Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 
. 

-:-.......,-,,Jc_.,. 
······················---------!'-.'.__)··--------------------------------························-····················-······································································· 

What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

windsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

- s~~~9 ~~ ""~~~~~:::\\~ 

---------~~~-_(~--~---

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

_ ~ ,;, ~e~~ lx<e -~ ~ "'""~~ \m 9 ~ 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

Killarney Beach __________ ~------------- --- ------ ------------------------------- - --------------------------- ------- ------- - ----------- -·-----·--- ------·---- -- -- - ---
West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairy·---------------~---------------- - ------------------------------------ - ----- - --- - --------- ·-- - ---- ----- --------· - --- · 

East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting _____________ __ L_ _____ _________________ __ _______ __________ ____ _________________________________ : ____________________ _ 

West of The Cutting towards Warrna mbool ___ __ .. ______________________________________ __ __ _ -- -- ---- --------------- __________________________ ____ _______ __ _ 
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What is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

........................ t?.\.w ... !'~---· ·b-'?..d.. ... , ........................................................................................................ . 

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal. 

·············-~·-········ · ······································ ········· ················ ·········· ········ ·· ·· · ·· ·· · ······················· · ············ ····· 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ...... ~ ... :?1::~..p~ .. :~ ... c...~.~~ 

....... h~-~1~ .... \?.~-- - -~~----~-~--~L .... ~-~---·········· 
How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

................ Q~---~-----~-~d ..... :-............................................................................................................. . 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

....................... \2.~·-· ·' ························· ·············· · ·· ················ · ··· ··························· ············ ····· ··· ···························· · 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way. 

~jt~rt'(:~t4·~·· ···==~=···~~ •••• •••• 
Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

·······················-~~---··· -~--- ·· · -~~---·--~~~----~----~·-······ 
.. A '-? o-- -~ . . .s- ~ 

............. '":'.. .~-------- ----------------~"':-~-----------·····------------"---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas) . 

........... 0: ..... ~·-····-~--b .. ~ ..... ~'§ ....... ~~-~-~---~~---··-~~----~~~--~-

If you believe dogs and horses should be banned -which areas should they be banned from: 

Do you wish to add any further comments: ................................................................................................................ . 
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Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 
As an owner of a horse trained in Warrnambool, the opportunities beach training presents as 
well as the relaxed country environment the district has to offer is the key reason why I will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region. 
 
If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become 
limited, thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would 
have huge effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as 
taking away the opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in 
the region.  
 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 
 
Regards, 
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Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 

 this letter is written to provide my support to the 
continuation of Beach training in Warrnambool. 
 
I am very proud of the fact we have the beaches to offer this unique horse training opportunity, this 
for certain provides significant positive economic benefits to our local community, and employs 
many passionate people. 
 
What we have is unique and something our community is proud of, as a result I am fully supportive 
of the continuation of horse training on our local beaches. 
 
Regards, 
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Submission on Draft Belfast Coastal Management Plan 

 

General comments and background: 
 

 I was eagerly awaiting the release of the Draft Belfast Coastal Management 
Plan.  the proximity to the wonderful beaches and 
environment, I was shocked and dismayed to discover that the local beach at Killarney was 
being ruined by commercial horse training with no management in place whatsoever. This 
led me to come in contact and form strong friendships with other residents who were equally 
appalled at was occurring within the reserve. Further investigations revealed that the entire 
Belfast Coastal Reserve has been in dire need of a proper management plan to address 
long overdue environmental concerns and to protect, enhance and repair the delicate 
coastal environment and the wildlife and flora which inhabit the reserve. In an area that is 
heavily used for agricultural purposes and as a result has endured many years of land 
clearing; the Belfast Coastal Reserve is a precious jewel in the South West that deserves to 
be protected for its cultural, environmental and passive recreational values. The draft 
Management plan contains many positive strategies and goals to address the environmental 
concerns and protect the threatened Hooded Plovers and other beach nesting and migratory 
shorebirds that inhabit the reserve. Unfortunately a lot of these strategies are completely 
negated by the further expansion of commercial horse training within the Belfast Coastal 
Reserve. This will lead to approximately 25% of Belfast Coastal Reserve beaches opened 
up to dangerous and destructive commercial use.  
It is clear there has been a lot of interference from the Victorian Racing Industry. This is a 
questionable industry to say the least, with a clear disregard for the environment, cultural 
values, local residents and other beach users that engage in passive recreational use. Most 
visitors come to this area for the wonderful beaches and wildlife both of which are clearly at 
risk from the proposed further expansion of commercial horse training within the reserve. 
 

Comments on Key Management Themes 
1. Cultural landscape and living heritage chapter 4 

I support the goals and strategies in this chapter; however many of them are in complete 
contradiction with the proposed return of commercial horse training through the dunes and 
beaches in the Levys Beach to Big Baldy area. The Levys beach and surrounding dunes 
area have long been neglected and have sustained erosion and damage through illegal 
commercial horse training, dirt bike riding, 4wd access, rubbish dumping, pollution from 
Midfield Meat’s rendering plant and unregulated recreational horse riding. Although identified 
in this chapter, the need to conserve Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and geographical values of 
this area the proposed resumption of commercial horse training will further exasperate the 
erosion that has already occurred from the above mentioned threats.  
Conclusion - Commercial horse training should immediately be removed from the 
management plan in the Levys Beach to Hoon Hill area. Illegal 4wd, dirt bike and 
unregulated recreational horse riding access needs to be excluded and monitored by the 
land manager.  
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2. Healthy Country chapter 5 
This chapter is very confusing and full of contradictions. I strongly support and agree with a 
conservation zone. With the Belfast Coastal Reserve being identified as a Key Biodiversity 
area, it is imperative that a conservation zone be put in place. However I am at odds to 
understand why commercial horse training is being proposed to occur within that zone. This 
will completely negate the goals of a conservation zone in the first place. On page 29 Table 
5.1 it clearly states habitat degradation from threats such recreational riding and horse 
training as extreme to resident shorebirds, Hooded Plovers and Oyster Catchers both 
currently and following the management action. I do not support Duck Hunting or “Natural 
Resource Extraction” as it is referred to in table 5.1 page 29 in any part of the Belfast 
Coastal Reserve. Duck Hunting is not a passive recreational activity. It causes extreme 
stress on all waterbirds and other wildlife within the shooting area. Daily bag limits and target 
species unable to be confirmed due to inadequate monitoring from DELWP. Many non target 
species are at risk of death and injury from indiscriminate shooting. I question how Duck 
Hunting is deemed as a medium risk to waterbirds currently and negligible risk after 
management action.    
I strongly support the goal and strategies of habitat protection for “The condition of Coastal 
Dune Scrub and Swamp Scrub/Aquatic Herbland Mosaic communities and wetlands is 
maintained and enhanced to support dependent flora and fauna Species” page 32 chapter 
5.1 
I strongly support the goal and strategies “The impact of predation is reduced to maintain 
and increase native fauna populations” page 34 chapter 5.1  
I strongly support the goal and strategies “The impact of visitors at key locations is reduced 
to allow for an increase in the extent and richness of vulnerable fauna, and the occupation of 
most of their potential habitat” page 34 chapter 5.1 
I strongly support the goal and strategies “The diversity and productivity of the marine 
habitats is maintained and impacts from new pests and other threats are reduced” page 39 
Chapter 5.2 
I am supportive of goals in chapter 5.2 page 39, 5.3 page 40, 5.4 page 40, 5.5 page 42 
 
 Conclusion: Taking all this into account the following conclusions are reached.  Remove 
Commercial Horse Training from the conservation zone and throughout the Belfast Coastal 
Reserve. Recreational Riding if permitted would need to be carefully managed.  Duck 
Hunting not to be permitted within the Belfast coastal reserve as per present regulations. 
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Chapter 6. Recreation and use 
 
This chapter is misleading in its title. It should be renamed “Recreation and commercial use” 
to reflect the true nature of what is being proposed for a large part of Belfast Coastal 
Reserve. There should be a clear distinction between recreation, use and commercial use of 
the Belfast Coastal Reserve. 
Chapter 6.5 Beach Training of racehorses focuses mainly on the supposed economic 
benefits that horse racing brings to this district. The September 2013 report by IER 
consultants for the Racing Victoria Ltd takes into account the whole of the Western District of 
Victoria which includes such areas as Camperdown, Coleraine, Hamilton, Casterton etc. In 
the report it also states a rather large percentage of gross value added from thoroughbred 
racing is from gambling. Proceeds from gambling do not necessarily stay in the community 
and it is a well known fact problem gambling harms the community. The figures quoted on 
page 63 are therefore very misleading to the untrained eye. Tourism is a much bigger 
economic contributor to this region.  
Racing Victoria should stop relying on use of public land and the sensitive beach and dune 
environments of the Belfast Coastal Reserve. Training facilities need to be built on site at 
racecourses with large trainers requiring to have their own, leaving smaller trainers access to 
better facilities at local racing tracks. 
 
I support many of the goals and strategies relating to recreational use within the Belfast 
Coastal Reserve in table 6.1 with the exception those listed below: 
 

 I do not support the use of Jet skis within the reserve including Belfast Lough.  
 I do not support commercial horse training within the Belfast Coastal Reserve 

including dune access. 
 
Dog Walking –  

 I support the plan for a designated off leash dog beach. 
 I support the prohibiting of dogs within the proposed conservation zone 

 
 
Chapter 7. Managing in partnership 
 
I support the goal page 72 of “Coordinated management of the Reserve enables efficiencies 
in program delivery and is supported by consistent land status and regulations.” However I 
do not agree with the strategy to retain management across Moyne Shire, City of 
Warrnambool., and Parks Victoria.  The ultimate goal should see the Belfast Coastal 
Reserve become a park in which the management will fall under the National Parks Act 
1975.  
I do not support a 5 or 10 year review of implementation of the plan.  This time frame is far 
too long for the threatened and vulnerable species that call the Belfast Coastal Reserve their 
home. A shorter timeline of 1 to 2 years is suggested.  
 
I support the goal “Traditional Owners caring for their Country is an integral part of the 
Reserve’s management” 
 
I support the goal “Community Skills, knowledge and assistance provide stewardship and 
help in managing the Reserve” However the strategies listed to reach this goal will be 
pointless if commercial racehorse training is allowed to continue and expand throughout the 
Belfast Coastal Reserve. 
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Chapter 8. Research and monitoring 
 
I support the goal “Monitoring and evaluation improves management decisions and 
techniques through enhanced ecological, cultural and visitor use knowledge” 
However none of the strategies list explains how to negate the extreme risk that commercial 
horse training presents to resident shorebirds nesting, fledging and feeding. Table 5.1 page 
29 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft management plan for the 
Belfast Coastal Reserve. 
 

 
 
 

 

Parks Victoria - Non-Confidential Submissions to Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 2018



Parks Victoria - Non-Confidential Submissions to Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 2018

Belfast Coast Manae;ement Plan: -Individual Submission I Survey 
Name: 

Signature 

Email Address: 

Post Code: 

Age Range : ~ J "70 
Gender : \-e-Lato._ 
Is this submission to be treated as Confidential : ......__ 

How often do you use tj~e Reserve : ':D\ci.t \ y . .cl C? ._1.:)\a\ \:::. -1a d.(){:\ 
How do you Get to the Reserve: .. Walk,~rive, Ride a Bike, Ride a Hor~e 

J-..'i·a\\: ~ ~\~ es · 
.. ( 

What do you mainly use the Reserve [or: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, s"urfin~, kitesurfi_!!g, ' 
windsurfmg, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, .fishing, boating, camping, family time at tf1e beach with or 

) '· . 
,, 

,without a pet) , \ J::cl\CL'...J~ ·1\-·' le l\)1~ ~\t<?... {o( j\j.__o. ~ t( ~\b2J4 
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~;~~~\tj~~:~~\~~~~~~ 4or ~ 
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Which part of the Reserve do yoJ use most freqfieb\ty: U "-'-1. ' 
Killarney Beach ../ 

West of Killarney Be-.ach to Port Fairy 

East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting / ., 
\ ; 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool '/ 
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1 
' 

~o (\~ Ca!C2.. ~ -.k ill\lltf~HQn~fu.a.t{ , LLP<2--

' ' ' .. /" 0 
How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you '/\LL_,~ · 

• I " I ~ 

1 < 

Is your Personal Heahb and Wellbeing associated witb your use of the Reserve? If so in wbat way.~~ ()(\' ff. 
~5\~ ~cl . -+: . ~n lnd-t ~ru.htl :1 "* · ~ ~ -3> · 

Do you believe that the current use brthe'reserve that allows for both Rcicreation and Conservation ~hould • 
continue? · 

y~·- ~aUb~\y· !.1 
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1
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Thursday, 15 March 2018 
 
 
Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 
As an owner of horse/s trained in Warrnambool, the opportunities beach training presents as 
well as the relaxed country environment the district has to offer is the key reason why I will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region. 
 

 
The reduced stress and mental benefits have helped a very large 

population of horses to stay sound and enjoy a much longer and more successful career.  
 
If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become limited, 
thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would have huge 
effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as taking away the 
opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in the region.  
 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 
 
Regards, 
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15 March 2018 
 
Parks Victoria  
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 

RE: Belfast Coastal Reserve Draft Management Plan 

I have several reasons for interest in this Reserve,  
 

I write to object to key elements of the Draft Management Plan. In general, the plan is 
inconsistent with the objectives for the establishment of the Belfast Coastal Reserve and 
incorporates many elements which are contrary to good public land management. There are 
also elements which appear to place private interest above that of the public interest. 

Vision for the reserve. This is far too long and more turgid than the constitution. While most of 
the vision is good the inclusion of horse riding should be removed. Horses have no place in 
sensitive conservation areas.  

1. The key problem to me is the proposal to allow heavy animals (racehorses) access to 5 km of 
the beach and up to 750 m behind fragile sand dunes. This will result in severe dune erosion. 
One of the key reasons for establishing the Reserve was to control sand erosion. No 
objective justification can be found in the Draft Management Plan to reverse the sound land 
management objective of preventing sand erosion along the coastal reserve.  

 I strongly object to reintroduction of 
discredited land management policies. No amount of mitigation can prevent extensive and 
expanding erosion while heavy race horses are allowed access to this fragile ecosystem. This 
probably explains why the Draft Plan indicates Extreme risk for allowing horses to use the 
coastal reserve, even after “management is implemented” extreme risk remains.  

Allowing the Warrnambool Racing Club (WRC) to manage the number of race horses 
accessing the Coastal Reserve is a disgrace. The WRC has no skill or experience in soil 
conservation, the reserve is public land not part of the race course. In fact, the WRC has 
their own state funded sand track to use.  

By entrenching and expanding commercial horse training the Plan is a relic of past coastal 
mismanagement and inappropriate use. Horse riding and allowing race horses to train on the 
Reserve should be removed as “authorized access”. Just who is calling the shots in the 
Environment Department? Racing Victoria or the WRC does not allow environmentalists to 
manage race courses in Victoria. 

2. The Plan and this public consultation process is trying to sidestep the State responsibility to 
conserve the threatened Hooded Plover, which is an Australian bird which nests on sandy 
beaches. The Belfast coastal area has been a stronghold for nesting Hooded Plovers. This 
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Draft plan and the notion that allowing heavy race horses to use the coastal reserve all 
through the year is an absolute outrage when the state has allegedly committed itself to 
conserve Hooded Plovers via existing Threatened Species Action Statements.  

There has been extensive volunteer efforts by the community to protect Hooded Plovers 
from humans, dogs and other threats during the sensitive period of nesting and rearing 
juvenile birds. This draft plan is a slap in the face to these volunteers, the wider conservation 
movement and generally to volunteerism around the state. It appears that volunteer efforts 
will be taken for granted by the State when it suits the State, but volunteers will be trodden 
upon when some vested interest wants to make a fast buck using critical bird breeding 
habitat.  

3. The underlying motive revealed in public statements made by the first proponents of 
allowing race horses to train on the beach was that this was a winning innovation used to 
train the winner of a Melbourne Cup. There was claimed to be something special in the sand 
in this region which provided the Cup winner an advantage.  

This underlying motivation is a myth which the Minister for Racing and those responsible for 
handicapping horses should have disclaimed in disbelief. It is beyond belief that Parks 
Victoria has swallowed such a myth. This can be simply explained by the following. If beach 
training was beneficial to winning, then horses from coastal areas elsewhere in Australia and 
overseas would have a historical advantage in winning the Melbourne Cup. Irrespective of the 
claimed benefits, the handicappers would adjust the riding weights for such horses and any 
potential advantage would be lost.  

It appears that at least two Ministers have caved in to the spurious claims of the racing industry. 

4. As a visitor to parks and coastal reserves I do not want my recreation experience disrupted 
by frightening and dangerous encounters with large, heavy and fast-moving race horses. 
Some people may like horses, but this does not mean horses should have access to public 
reserves whose main function is for conservation and passive recreation purposes.  

Yours sincerely, 
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1. The discussion paper does not take into account information already provided by 
philanthropists.  

In submissions and at meetings attended by us with the panel, donors emphasised that they did 
not want their donations wasted on more red tape on auditing and reporting on the proposed 
new requirements. Environmental organisations, and for that matter government departments, 
are already struggling for funds to do their existing work. Adding new red tape will reduce the 
already limited funds available for environmental work. 

We support any new regulatory changes, as outlined in the discussion paper, which focus on 
removing complexity for organisations and simplifying administration costs. 

2. The discussion paper does not provide any mechanism to assure donors that any proposed 
“environmental remediation” works will be secure and maintained into perpetuity. 

Why should there be compulsory new rules on activities such as remediation works when there 
are no new rules to ensure such works become permanent improvements?  

Does the Commonwealth propose to fund the state based agencies to audit the property owners 
to ensure improvements are permanent?  

Will land titles be affixed with caevets to notify and warm new owners of their responsibilities? 
If not why not? 

Consequently, we support the introduction of the mandatory use of caevets on land titles so 
that current owners and new owners know of their requirement to permanently protect 
environmental remediation works into the future. Costs for such legal work should be paid by 
the Commonwealth. 

3. Introduction of new advocacy reporting requirements are not supported. 

In our democracy the Government supports free speech. Many organisations in our society are 
beneficiaries of tax-deductable donations while also engaged in advocacy, such as political 
parties, health focussed organisations and sporting associations. Why should one sector of our 
society be required to provide extensive information about advocacy when all the other sectors 
are exempted? 

4. Advocacy is an important aspect of a free and secular society. 

Presently Parliament House if full of lobbyists for all manner of companies, both local and 
foreign owned, all advocating for their own interest. If advocacy is to be limited for 
environmental organisations then lobbyist should also be limited in Parliament, these lobbyists 
should also be made to provide similar reporting requirements and companies employing such 
lobbyists should not be able to claim tax deductions for employing these people or service 
providers providing similar serrvices.  

5. Proposed requirement to spend 25 to 50% of funds on environmental remediation. 

We strongly object to a mandatory requirement that all environmental organisations be directed 
to carry certain aims and have specific targets for remediation. 

Firstly, the environmental organisations are not responsible for the environmental damage so 
why should remediating someone else’s damage be applicable to them? At best this is offensive 
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retrospective assigning responsibility to another entity (blame switching), at worst this reeks of 
an authoritarian state telling community organisation what to think and how to act.   

Secondly, the businesses, government and individuals responsible for environmental damage 
should be responsible for full environmental remediation. It is an illogical argument to say 
community organisations should repair environmental damage when the perpetrators of the 
damage contribute little or nothing. Where is the natural justice in such a ruling? 

Thirdly, we have laws to prevent environmental damage but which are often flouted with 
impunity. The Government, by having laws regarding avoiding or remediation of environmental 
damage accepts it has responsibility in this area and has mandated certain actions.  

Fourthly, given the Governments clear concern regarding having more environmental 
remediation which is implicit in the discussion paper, we support more resources being spent by 
government on this issue, we support stronger laws to prevent environmental damage and we 
support new taxes and higher penalties in relation to environmental damage. As a first step, the 
Government should report annually on how it is progressing in preventing environmental 
damage and how it is supporting environmental remediation.  

Fifthly, environmental remediation works are complex and require skilled staff and specialised 
equipment.  

It is fanciful to expect all present environmental organisations, irrespective of their present aims 
and objectives, to ever be in a position to undertake successful environmental remediation. 
There is no evidence in the discussion paper that tree planting undertaken by environmental 
organisations which is outside their expertise is success in the long term. Indeed, given the 
present rate of climate change, it is likely that many tree planting projects will fail when hotter 
weather and drier climates impact on poorly undertaken projects which have no legal 
protection. 

Lastly, It is clear that the proposal has not been properly thought out. On one hand, the present 
government has a philosophical position that it wants the free market to provide specialised 
services but then with the proposals in the discussion paper the government wants to pass laws 
to enforce community organisations to compete with the private sector using volunteer labour 
to undercut free market suppliers of these services.  

6. The proposal that environmental remediation should be undertaken by all environmental 
groups has not been supported by organisations presently undertaking such work. 

 

As donors to environmental organisations we are highly unlikely to support organisations whose 
sole focus is on remediating environmental damage caused by government, business or 
individuals.  

As volunteers we are not attracted to providing labour and time to repair environmental damage 
caused by business, government and individuals who should be fully accountable for their 
conduct and who should be pursued by existing responsible authorities.  

As people on management boards and committees of environmental organisations we strongly 
dislike being told what our aims should be, to have our cost base increased by unneeded red 
tape and to have our financial position weakened by undermining our relationship with existing 
funders. In other words, there are no votes in most of the proposals in the discussion paper.  
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a critical response to BELFAST COASTAL RESERVE 
DRAFT COASTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 2018:

the proposed conservation zone within the reserve I believe is both unfair and misguided on many 
levels and I will attempt to lodge my opposition as succinctly and unemotionally as this multi 
faceted issue will allow…

1)     I believe this plan has been slipped in without enough community engagement. This is a 
radical change to zoning and will directly impact the daily lives of this low population area. We 
are rural which follows our close affinity with our animals and our environment; physically, 
emotionally, psychologically and soulfully. I am a local who uses this area 5 days a week year 
round for exercise, dog walking, recreation and relaxation. My awareness of this plan was 
simply stumbled upon…there should have been a public awareness campaign easily 
achievable through letter drops, local print, signage at beach entrances, local radio and verbal 
communication by rangers with locals.  This important document needs more community 
engagement before it should be presented to government for institutionalised change. 

2)    Statistical breakdowns of threats to the hooded plover appear to be purposely misleading 
based on Parks Victoria’s own publications. (managing the hooded plover report 2014) Table 10 
clearly cites coastal development and Marram Grass as the most severe threats to the hooded 
plover through loss of habitat logically following  a loss of reproductive survival . This is further 
elucidated in table 1(managing the hooded plover in Victoria 2014) where unknown factors 
42.03%,tides 25.91%,foxes6.91%,person5.95%avian predator4.22%,strong winds4.03%,
dog3.26% etc…From both these tables I take Marram Grass as the#1 threat to breeding success 
of the hooded plover. The fencing off of tracks has only made this deadly weed flourish along with 
other natural predators of the hooded plover. The birds have been forced to adapt to an unnatural 
and dangerous nesting pattern and this is where an aggressive strategy is required. The vegetation 
of the dunes needs to be radically modified not protected. Particularly from Gormans Road to the 
western point pf the basin. You would think a program of relocation or nesting encouragement to a 
deeper beach like east of the cutting would be perhaps a more effective strategy to combat the 
extreme tides on such a narrow beach.

3)    Page 51 of the plan cites that “baiting should not occur adjacent to any walking tracks where 
dogs may be walked on-leash or near any designated off-leash areas” truthfully fox baiting has 
occurred in this area for at least the better part of a decade so its relevance now seems mute.

4)    Citing the Mornington Peninsula case study is not relevant to the location of the Belfast Coast 
Reserve
              a. population density is not comparable
              b. your own statistics demonstrate that the population of the birds are already increasing 
and have exceeded that of the Mornington Peninsula without regulation.
This is not to say that regulations should not be modified  in the area but this extreme measure of 
imposing a conservation zone based on implied future behaviour is objectionable.

 5)    The use of the reserve surges at one specific time of year December26 - January30 when we 
are inundated with holiday makers. A complete ban on the use of the area would be useful at this 
time. But to be realistic or fair all activities need to be banned. Page 65 of Parks Victoria Managing 
the Hooded Plover Report 2014 cites a distinction between  the impact of mobile and static users 
of the beach. “static people(sun bakers,fishing,picnickers etc.)caused substantial disruption to 
incubation that almost always exceeded one hour, while generally the birds returned to the nest 
within an hour when encountering mobile people (9.5% vs. 85.7% return rate within an hour for 
static versus mobile encounters).” It also notes no distinction between a walker or a walker with a 
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leashed dog. Extremes of heat is also a contributing factor to the failure of the plover…it is 
reasonable to expect the complete closure of the reserve in extreme heat. 

6)    Without the beach being used by respectful locals there will be no-one to modify the behaviour 
of the dreaded hoon which will never be eliminated no matter how many laws are passed. There 
will be no-one to pick up litter, rubbish drifting ashore or the endless meters of rope and netting that 
is left or washes in…all are imminent dangers to not only the plover but to all the birds and animals 
of the sea and shore. There will be no-one to tell interlopers to stay out of the dunes, that they can’t 
drive on our beach etc… In such a low populated area the presence of the locals keeps the beach 
safe for all living creatures humans as well. 

I believe the entire area should remain a shared conservation - recreation zone. I agree we need 
dog leash regulation in nesting season . I have learned much about the hooded plover during this 
process and truely believe that co-existence is possible not just an ideal. We need a public 
relations campaign for the plover to increase public awareness not just to its existence but also to 
their needs i.e. their nesting patterns, life cycle, feeding habits, pair bonding behaviour, how they 
rear their young. People might then be enchanted by the birds and want to protect them. We need 
better signage, informative signage and we need rangers out there engaging the community. 

I also believe by keeping  the shared conservation - recreation zone that the aboriginal cultural 
heritage of the reserve will not be compromised.  also agrees that the 
zoning should remain unchanged. “Letter of Request for Amendments to the Belfast Coastal Draft 
Management Plan & Outline of Systems of Self-regulation”(7/3/2018) bears his signature. 

In conclusion I strongly object to the proposed Belfast Coastal Reserve Draft Coastal Management 
Plan. It has excluded the residents, users and therefore custodians of the reserve in its planning 
and its proposed effect.

KEEP THE RESERVE A SHARED CONSERVATION RECREATION ZONE1111

sincerely and respectfully

13/3/2018    

2

Parks Victoria - Non-Confidential Submissions to Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 2018



Submission template for  
Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 

About you: 
 
Your name:

 
 
Your Organisation (if relevant): ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode: 
_3280______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email or Postal address  

 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS SUBMISSION IS:   □ NOT CONFIDENTIAL      Date: 5/3/2018 
 

Your Comments: 

Please Note – The following information will be made publically available. 
Main reason for interest: (such as local resident, visitor to parks, tourism operator, environmental interest, 
business operator, education interest, scientific interest) 
 
Recreation and use: Windsurfing , Kitesurfing, surfing 
 
 
 
How often do you or your organisation use the reserve? 
□      Daily     x□   Weekly               Which ever is appropriate for you 

 
 
How do you or your organisation mainly use the reserve? 
□      Walking or running  □      Dog walking □      Using the beach (swimming and surfing) 
□      Horse riding  □      Horse training □      Volunteering 
□      Camping   □      HunƟng  □      Fishing/boaƟng 
□      Picnicking   □      Birdwatching □      Socialising 
x□      Other (please specify): windsurfing  Kitesurfing ,surfing 
 
 
Which part(s) of the reserve do you or your organisation most frequently use? 
□      West of Killarney (Port Fairy side)  □      Between Killarney and Big Baldy 
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About the vision- Belfast Coastal Reserve, 15 years from now…: 
 
How supportive are you of the vision for the Belfast Coastal Reserve? 
 □   Very unsupporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #1: Cultural landscape and living heritage 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Cultural landscape and living heritage’ included in the draft 
management plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #2: Healthy Country 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Healthy Country’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
Very unsupportive 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 
 

Key management theme #3: Recreation and use 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Recreation and use’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required).
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Submission to Belfast Coastal Reserve Draft Management plan by  
 

 for many years but have 
not had the possibility to spend as much time on the waters as I would have liked. I have 
been using the Belfast Coastal Reserve of and on for some  years.   

 I have had much pleasure improving both my physical 
and mental well being using mainly the Belfast Lough and the waters at Killarney beach for 
windsurfing and other water activities. I regard these areas as invaluable assets in my 
situation as I can safely preform my water sport there. I am  very concerned about 
changes suggested in the Draft management Plan that seeks to create a conservation 
zone all along the Armstrong Bay beaches in South West Victoria. This conservation zone 
will have a immediate, detrimental impact on my recreational choices, now and into the 
future, due to restriction of access to waterways.This conservation zone will exclude me 
and the all people in the South West of Victoria from a highly valued recreational reserve 
which has been open to everyone and used by the community and tourists alike. 
 
Addressed to specific issues. 
Prohibition of Windsurfing Kitesurfing and Surfing on the Belfast Lough and 
Rutledges Cutting (saltwater swamp). 
I have not included surfing here as it is not possible to surf on flat water. 
 
In the draft plan under Section 6 Recreation and Use, there is no mention or data on 
Windsurfing or Kitesurfing as having any negative influence in the Belfast Reserve, yet 
these groups are prohibited from the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting (saltwater 
swamp). 
In table 6.1 Page 54, motorised boating, which includes jet skis, is permitted in the Belfast 
Lough, yet windsurfing and kitesurfing are not. Non-motorised boating (canoes, kayaks 
rowing skulls, paddleboards etc. are permitted. On Rutledges Cutting, non-motorised 
boating is permitted. 
Where is the data to support the prohibition of Windsurfing and Kitesurfing, that in reality 
are non- motorised sports? 
  
Windsurfing and Kitesurfing on the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting are very passive 
activities with zero ecological effect. The Lough and the Cutting are not used frequently 
and then only by a small number of enthusiasts. 
We access the Belfast Lough (see Map 1) from the 20-metre wide public right of way that 
serves as access to the Port Fairy airport. 
The Belfast Lough and the Rutledges Cutting are geographically special places for 
windsurfers and kitesurfers. Both are shallow. The surrounds are flat without any tall 
vegetation. This gives a “clean” constant wind. The closest places that replicate these 
conditions are Point Henry, Geelong (200 km East) and Lake George, Beachport (300km 
west) 
 
The Belfast Lough is used as it is a place of safety. We teach learners in the shallow water 
away from Ocean waves.  The Lough and Rutledges Cutting are occasionally used when 
the wind is northerly and sailing on the Ocean is too dangerous due, to offshore winds. 

They sail 
infrequently and this is a safe place for them to sail. 
Due to the length of the fin on a windsurf board we can only sail in a small area in the 
middle of the Lough and cannot access the shallow mud flats. This means that we do not 
affect any birds or nesting places. 
 
Some other points to note under the draft plan: 
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 The Lough and the Cutting are not undisturbed pristine areas. They have been 
highly modified over the years. Both have old fencing in parts and are very muddy. 
The biggest environmental impact on the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting is 
the nutrient inflow and rubbish from agricultural activities further up in the Moyne 
river catchment. Windsurfers and Kitesurfers have no detrimental effect on these 
places. 

 
 The Lough is approximately 700m wide and 1800m long. Under the draft plan  it is 

permissible to ride up and down the middle of the Lough on a jet ski at 90 km/hr, as 
it would be over 200m from shore. In comparison, a windsurfer is an engine free, 
noise-free, relatively slow craft. 

 
 Boating (non-motorised) is permitted. Rowing skulls, canoes, kayaks, 

paddleboards, all with a low draft, could disturb the shallow waters at the Lough’s 
edge. However, due to the length of a windsurf board fin windsurfers can only sail in 
a small area in the middle of the Lough and cannot access the shallow mud flats. 
This causes zero disturbance. 

 
 A great deal of rubbish floats down the Moyne River and into the Lough. Our group 

pulls this to shore and responsibly disposes of it. We often pick up rubbish that is 
dumped on the road access beside the airport. We care for the Lough and do not 
leave an ecological footprint. Under the new plan, who will be responsible for 
cleaning up rubbish in the Lough if we are excluded? As friends of the Lough, we 
fulfil a very useful conservation purpose.    

 
 Both the Lough and Cutting are rarely used by any other user groups, especially 

when our usage is during windy conditions that is generally unappealing to other 
users. Consequently, our usage has zero conflict with other users or the public. 

 
 Rutledges Cutting and saltwater swamp (see Map 2) is a body of water usually 

closed off from the Ocean and generally containing little water. It is a highly 
modified area. It has been dredged, graded, and modified for agricultural means. 
During times of flood (winter mainly) much of the water flows out onto private 
agricultural land and is beyond the boundaries of the Belfast coastal reserve. It is 
subject to considerable nutrient inflow and rubbish from surrounding farmland. On 
page 59, the draft plan for Rutledges Cutting mistakenly assumes it has a similar 
ecology to Kellys Swamp, is always open to the sea and, consequently, is a nursery 
area for fish and a refuge for birds. This is not the case. Rutledges Cutting is 
landlocked, brackish and closer in ecology to that of Belfast Lough. 
Occasionally, Kitesurfers and Windsurfers use this area when a northerly wind 
blows and the area is in flood. The water then spreads way out beyond the Belfast 
coastal reserves boundary over flat agricultural land. This means this area can only 
be used infrequently. The ecological impact on the reserve is zero, especially when 
compared to the permitted agricultural activities. Currently, the draft plan permits 
non-motorised craft in the Rutledges Cutting. I would propose that windsurfing and 
kitesurfing are included in the permitted activities on Rutledges Cutting. 
 

 Kellys swamp should be considered as environmentally different to the Belfast 
Lough and Rutledges Cutting. Kellys swamp is a fresh water, heavily reeded bird 
habitat. Consequently, it is not appropriate for windsurfing and kitesurfing to be 
allowed on Kellys swamp. 
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  we are willing to engage 
with Parks Victoria on any issue related to use and management of the Belfast 
Lough and the Cutting. 

 
 
 

 
Map 1: Showing the approximate small area of Belfast Lough used for Kitesurfing and 
Windsurfing. 
 
 

 
 
Map 2: Showing approximate small area of Rutledges Cutting used for Kitesurfing and 
Windsurfing. 
Notice red box showing area of Rutledges Cutting mostly closed off to ocean. 
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Summary 
Windsurfing and Kitesurfing have zero ecological impact on Belfast Lough and Rutledges 
Cutting and are ecologically sustainable recreational activities. They do not have any 
documented, detrimental environmental impact on these waterways. 
These recreational activities are determined solely by prevailing wind and weather 
conditions. This means infrequent use. The safety and long term health implications of 
removing such places of recreational activity will have an impact on the safety of 
inexperienced, novice and elderly users. 
These activities should be supported for many reasons, including the health and well-being 
of the people who engage in them. I hope the prohibition of these outdoor recreations in 
the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting is an oversight in the plan, otherwise it cannot be 
justified. 
Proposal 
I would propose that windsurfing and kitesurfing are included in the permitted activities on 
the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting 
 
 
Regards 

 
 

Key management theme #4: Managing in partnership 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Managing in partnership’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #5: Research and monitoring 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Research and monitoring’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
□   Very unsupporƟve  
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Submission template for  
Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 

About you: 
 
Your name:  
 
Your Organisation (if relevant): ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode: 3280 
 
Email or Postal address  
 
 
 
 
 
THIS SUBMISSION IS:   □ NOT CONFIDENTIAL      Date: 5/3/2018 
 

Your Comments: 

Please Note – The following information will be made publically available. 
Main reason for interest: (such as local resident, visitor to parks, tourism operator, environmental interest, 
business operator, education interest, scientific interest) 
 
Recreation and use: Windsurfing , Kitesurfing, surfing 
 
 
 
How often do you or your organisation use the reserve? 
□      Daily     □   Weekly               Which ever is appropriate for you 

 
 
How do you or your organisation mainly use the reserve? 
□      Walking or running  □      Dog walking □      Using the beach (swimming and surfing) 
□      Horse riding  □      Horse training □      Volunteering 
□      Camping   □      Hunting  □      Fishing/boaƟng 
□      Picnicking   □      Birdwatching □      Socialising 
□      Other (please specify): windsurfing  Kitesurfing ,surfing 
 
 
Which part(s) of the reserve do you or your organisation most frequently use? 
□      West of Killarney (Port Fairy side)  □      Between Killarney and Big Baldy 
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About the vision- Belfast Coastal Reserve, 15 years from now…: 
 
How supportive are you of the vision for the Belfast Coastal Reserve? 
 □   Very unsupporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #1: Cultural landscape and living heritage 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Cultural landscape and living heritage’ included in the draft 
management plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #2: Healthy Country 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Healthy Country’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
Very unsupportive 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 
 

Key management theme #3: Recreation and use 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Recreation and use’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required).
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Submission to Belfast Coastal Reserve Draft Management plan by  
 
  
 
 

  The Belfast Lough and the waters at 
Killarney is invaluable assets in my situation as I can safely preform my water sport there. I 
am  very concerned about changes suggested in the Draft management Plan that seeks to 
create a conservation zone all along the Armstrong Bay beaches in South West Victoria. 
This conservation zone will have a immediate, detrimental impact on my recreational 
choices, now and into the future, due to restriction of access to water ways. This 
conservation zone will exclude me and the other people in the South West of Victoria from 
a highly valued recreational reserve which has been open to everyone and used by the 
community and tourists alike. 
 
Addressed to specific issues. 
Prohibition of Windsurfing Kitesurfing and Surfing on the Belfast Lough and 
Rutledges Cutting (saltwater swamp). 
I have not included surfing here as it is not possible to surf on flat water. 
 
In the draft plan under Section 6 Recreation and Use, there is no mention or data on 
Windsurfing or Kitesurfing as having any negative influence in the Belfast Reserve, yet 
these groups are prohibited from the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting (saltwater 
swamp). 
In table 6.1 Page 54, motorised boating, which includes jet skis, is permitted in the Belfast 
Lough, yet windsurfing and kitesurfing are not. Non-motorised boating (canoes, kayaks 
rowing skulls, paddleboards etc. are permitted. On Rutledges Cutting, non-motorised 
boating is permitted. 
Where is the data to support the prohibition of Windsurfing and Kitesurfing, that in reality 
are non- motorised sports? 
  
Windsurfing and Kitesurfing on the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting are very passive 
activities with zero ecological effect. The Lough and the Cutting are not used frequently 
and then only by a small number of enthusiasts. 
We access the Belfast Lough (see Map 1) from the 20-metre wide public right of way that 
serves as access to the Port Fairy airport. 
The Belfast Lough and the Rutledges Cutting are geographically special places for 
windsurfers and kitesurfers. Both are shallow. The surrounds are flat without any tall 
vegetation. This gives a “clean” constant wind. The closest places that replicate these 
conditions are Point Henry, Geelong (200 km East) and Lake George, Beachport (300km 
west) 
 
The Belfast Lough is used as it is a place of safety. We teach learners in the shallow water 
away from Ocean waves.  The Lough and Rutledges Cutting are occasionally used when 
the wind is northerly and sailing on the Ocean is too dangerous due, to offshore winds. 

 They sail 
infrequently and this is a safe place for them to sail. 
Due to the length of the fin on a windsurf board we can only sail in a small area in the 
middle of the Lough and cannot access the shallow mud flats. This means that we do not 
affect any birds or nesting places. 
 
Some other points to note under the draft plan: 
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 The Lough and the Cutting are not undisturbed pristine areas. They have been 
highly modified over the years. Both have old fencing in parts and are very muddy. 
The biggest environmental impact on the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting is 
the nutrient inflow and rubbish from agricultural activities further up in the Moyne 
river catchment. Windsurfers and Kitesurfers have no detrimental effect on these 
places. 

 
 The Lough is approximately 700m wide and 1800m long. Under the draft plan  it is 

permissible to ride up and down the middle of the Lough on a jet ski at 90 km/hr, as 
it would be over 200m from shore. In comparison, a windsurfer is an engine free, 
noise-free, relatively slow craft. 

 
 Boating (non-motorised) is permitted. Rowing skulls, canoes, kayaks, 

paddleboards, all with a low draft, could disturb the shallow waters at the Lough’s 
edge. However, due to the length of a windsurf board fin windsurfers can only sail in 
a small area in the middle of the Lough and cannot access the shallow mud flats. 
This causes zero disturbance. 

 
 A great deal of rubbish floats down the Moyne River and into the Lough. Our group 

pulls this to shore and responsibly disposes of it. We often pick up rubbish that is 
dumped on the road access beside the airport. We care for the Lough and do not 
leave an ecological footprint. Under the new plan, who will be responsible for 
cleaning up rubbish in the Lough if we are excluded? As friends of the Lough, we 
fulfil a very useful conservation purpose.    

 
 Both the Lough and Cutting are rarely used by any other user groups, especially 

when our usage is during windy conditions that is generally unappealing to other 
users. Consequently, our usage has zero conflict with other users or the public. 

 
 Rutledges Cutting and saltwater swamp (see Map 2) is a body of water usually 

closed off from the Ocean and generally containing little water. It is a highly 
modified area. It has been dredged, graded, and modified for agricultural means. 
During times of flood (winter mainly) much of the water flows out onto private 
agricultural land and is beyond the boundaries of the Belfast coastal reserve. It is 
subject to considerable nutrient inflow and rubbish from surrounding farmland. On 
page 59, the draft plan for Rutledges Cutting mistakenly assumes it has a similar 
ecology to Kellys Swamp, is always open to the sea and, consequently, is a nursery 
area for fish and a refuge for birds. This is not the case. Rutledges Cutting is 
landlocked, brackish and closer in ecology to that of Belfast Lough. 
Occasionally, Kitesurfers and Windsurfers use this area when a northerly wind 
blows and the area is in flood. The water then spreads way out beyond the Belfast 
coastal reserves boundary over flat agricultural land. This means this area can only 
be used infrequently. The ecological impact on the reserve is zero, especially when 
compared to the permitted agricultural activities. Currently, the draft plan permits 
non-motorised craft in the Rutledges Cutting. I would propose that windsurfing and 
kitesurfing are included in the permitted activities on Rutledges Cutting. 
 

 Kellys swamp should be considered as environmentally different to the Belfast 
Lough and Rutledges Cutting. Kellys swamp is a fresh water, heavily reeded bird 
habitat. Consequently, it is not appropriate for windsurfing and kitesurfing to be 
allowed on Kellys swamp. 
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  we are willing to engage 
with Parks Victoria on any issue related to use and management of the Belfast 
Lough and the Cutting. 

 
 
 

 
Map 1: Showing the approximate small area of Belfast Lough used for Kitesurfing and 
Windsurfing. 
 
 

 
 
Map 2: Showing approximate small area of Rutledges Cutting used for Kitesurfing and 
Windsurfing. 
Notice red box showing area of Rutledges Cutting mostly closed off to ocean. 
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Summary 
Windsurfing and Kitesurfing have zero ecological impact on Belfast Lough and Rutledges 
Cutting and are ecologically sustainable recreational activities. They do not have any 
documented, detrimental environmental impact on these waterways. 
These recreational activities are determined solely by prevailing wind and weather 
conditions. This means infrequent use. The safety and long term health implications of 
removing such places of recreational activity will have an impact on the safety of 
inexperienced, novice and elderly users. 
These activities should be supported for many reasons, including the health and well-being 
of the people who engage in them. I hope the prohibition of these outdoor recreations in 
the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting is an oversight in the plan, otherwise it cannot be 
justified. 
Proposal 
I would propose that windsurfing and kitesurfing are included in the permitted activities on 
the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting 
 
 
Regards 

 
Key management theme #4: Managing in partnership 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Managing in partnership’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #5: Research and monitoring 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Research and monitoring’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
□   Very unsupporƟve  
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Dear Parks Victoria, 
 
I would like to state my formal objection to the proposed ban on windsurfing and/or 
kitesurfing on Belfast Lough. Friends have taken time to address this issue in detail and have 
stated the obvious reasons why this is a terrible idea much better than I can. The high points 
are below.  
 
Please do not follow through with these new restrictions. 
 
Thanks, 

 
 

 
Belfast Coastal Reserve Plan 2018- Windsurfing and Kitesurfing in estuaries or wetlands – 

with particular reference to the Belfast Lough 
 
 
The basic issue: 
 

1. Windsurfing and Kitesurfing are to be prohibited on the Belfast Lough and Rutledges 
Cutting, as both comes under estuaries in the proposed plan.  

2. The Lough and Cutting are the only safe places to sail in an offshore wind direction 
(Northerly) for over a 200 km distance. The conditions on the Ocean become too dangerous 
with offshore winds. 

3. They are  also the only safe learner spot for over 200 km. It is waist deep, so learners can 
walk back to shore if they have problems. 

4. Windsurfers and Kitesurfers are virtually the sole water user groups on the Lough/Cutting 
and do not clash with any other users. (The water quality is very unpleasant and you have to 
be desperate to use it!). 

5. We have been using the Lough/Cutting infrequently for a period of .  
6. There is only approximately 6-8 people using the Lough for a small number of times per 

year.  
7. We do not affect the environment value of this asset. There is agricultural land right up to 

the water’s edge, a 1 km airstrip on the Loughs southern bank and rubbish floating down 
the Moyne River into the Lough. 

8. The Belfast Lough and Rutledge’s Cutting are environmentally different to Kelly’s swamp. 
The Lough and The Cutting are brackish and highly modified. Kellys swamp is a fresh water, 
heavily reeded, consequently is not suitable for windsurfing and kitesurfing. 

9. Windsurfers and Kitesurfers are opposed to the Belfast Reserve Plan and do not believe it is 
not appropriate to treat all wetlands and estuaries the same under the plan. Windsurfers 
and Kitesurfers cannot see Parks Victoria justification to change from the current permitted 
use of the Lough as we have zero environmental impact. 

 
 
Some Ironic points about the proposed permitted activities in the draft plan “Table 6.1 summary 
of activities” (page 54) 

 
 Boating (non-motorised) will be permitted in the Lough– that means I can take my  

 and use it on the Lough but not my windsurfer! 
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 Boating motorised (including Jet Ski’s) will be permitted – that means that I can race up and 
down the centre of the Lough at 90 km/hr on my jet ski, but not use my windsurfer! 
  

 And the funniest of all – surfing will not be permitted, as Parks Vic. will be banning 
something that has never occurred and never will occur on the Lough. It is generally 
accepted you need a swell to generate a wave to ride a surfboard on. There is no swell in the 
Lough. 
 

 
Other Points in a little more detail. 

 The Belfast Lough/Cutting is the only safe learners spot for over 200km distance. The Lough 
is mostly 1.0-1.5m deep and only 700m wide by 1800m long. In most parts, you can stand 
up and walk to shore if needed. 

 It is also the only safe windsurfing spot for intermediate and advanced windsurfers to sail in 
an offshore wind direction.  

 Windsurfer’s and kite surfers do not clash with other user groups on the Lough, as they are 
frequently the only water user group on the Lough. The water quality is very unpleasant; 
you have to be desperate to use it. Some rowers use the Lough. We do not have any conflict 
with them because as soon as it gets windy enough to sail, it is too windy to row. 

 Windsurfers are naturally limited to the centre of the Lough/cutting due to the water depth 
and the boards fin length. We cannot access the banks where birds congregate. 

 Under the proposed Plan, motorised boating (including Jet Ski’s) will be permitted; 
however, there will be a 5-knot speed limit within 200m from shore. The main body of the 
Lough is 700m wide and 1800m long, that means I will more than 200m from shore in the 
centre of it and can race up and down at 90km/hr on my jet ski, but not use my windsurfer!  

 It is the only site for over 200km where the low banks do not interrupt the wind and allows 
for “clean air”. Other inland water bodies are mainly volcanic craters, with high surround 
hills, which create swirling wind patterns. These are not suitable for wind sports.  

 The Lough/Cutting has been used for over 20 years by windsurfers and kitesurfers and these 
groups have had zero detrimental effect. Why change from the current permitted use?  
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Belfast Coast Management Plan:- Individual Submission I Survey 

Name: 

Signature 

Email Address: 

Post Code: __ 
. '5 

Age Range : ·· ----~-9.. .................................................................................................................................................... . 
Gender : .. f~.-~0.-.\.~ ... : ................................................................................................................................ .. 
Is this submission to be treated as Confidential : ..... N.9 ........................................................................................ . 
How often do you use the Reserve : ...... ili-~ ......... 9 .... ~~--------.--------------------------------------------

How do you Get to the Reserve: .. Walk, Drive, Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

--~-c .. ~ .. vc;z. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 
What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

w indsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog w alking, fishing, boating, camping, family t ime at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

......... :~-~?-~--------~cA.~~----· -··· ·--t··---£~.s-~-~~--------- --·i · ···--·--s·~--\~-~--~~------

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

Killarney Beach ______________ 8:_\\ ........................................................................................................................................ . 
West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairv ......... P\.1\.. ..................................................................................................... .. 
East of Killarney Beach t o The Cutting _______ A_ __ \..\.. .......................................................................... ........ · ................... .. 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambooi ____ Q1~ .................................................................................................. .. 
1 
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/ at is your area of interest {For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

~-r--\-~,V"'--9:\. ···············-----------------·-········0···)···············0······················································································-············-···-···-······· 

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal. 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ................................................................................ . 

How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

··· ···· ···-~-Q._~·j··············· · ············ · ····································· ······ ················ ·························· ································ ·· · ············· 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way. 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only {Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas). 

If you believe dogs and horses should be banned -which areas should they be banned from: 

...................... N.o ......... : ............................................................................................................................................... . 
Do you wish to add any further comments: ................................................................................................................ . 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan: - Individual Submission I Survey 

Name: .............................................. . 

Signature ......................................... . 

Email Address: ................................ . 

:::·:~::,u:::: : : ~~~~ .2H~~~••• ••• • • : 
Is this submission to be treated as Confidential : ................................................ N~---·········· ------------- ··················· 

~·~ •:·~~: ::~.~s~th~ ~~=~· '. : .=1: ~r. . . . 
How do you Get to the Reserve: .. Wale Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

-- ~~ ~s~ <L ~"~~ .. eJ:~:c\':=d ::1.~::> 

. \J,\\\Il.tl...L \2 .\.Y~L. ~~ ~) .(Rli~v tQ~~~~ , ~~'I ~) 

~~:~:::v·:.:::~:·~~~-~::;;:::;·:~:~~~ o/ ]:.~.}~1 .0ld ~·AI~~~~ 
West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairv. ........................................................................................................................... . 

East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting··························································································································· 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ................................................................................................................ . 

1 
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what is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, ~ Anim ~- Horses or Dogs) 

------------- ----------·······-~~&~-~t0. ...... ( .t1 .. N.$E_(?._I}_fF[/.~.rl ......... T ..••...........••..•..•.•.•.•...•.•...•.. ..•. ......•..... 

~ 
--------------····· ············ ·····-~ ---········· ···· · ···········- -- --······· ······· ····--· ························---- -- --- - -- -- ·· ······· · · ················· ·-················· · ·· ········· 

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal. 

/.:> r r7' .................................................................. k .A .N. .......... l ... ( ....................................................................................... . 

··········-------·--·-· ············-··················································································-···-··-··-··········-·----··············T ·························· 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ................... ~r?..~--- -~-------····---··- ------····· 

:f~ ~~{P~'Ill:'\itlt &,Ne b1ybf ~ &fL, 
How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

............ v~fc-f········{l~Lpx:tt~-~tNt ......... !&..IT ........ ~.t1.t.q_N __ ~---·····C.t4:-N. ....... Eii. .. !~ ....... ct.!?..9 .......... . 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

··· ·· ·······---··· ··· ·· · · ···--····-······ ··············· · · ········· ··-····· ·IJ~.---- -~---M.9..tv. .~1 .. ~u.e.Nftt1. ..... 1 .................. . 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way. 

--·········------ ---········------ -- -------~--r1.1.~.,e. _________ o.!LT ....... ER~--- - --~.u.e. ....... cl: ... w.3.k~ .. fu~.-~-- - -·-····· 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

· ·····················--~~---····&ts ......... &t~\ ...... rv<Aw ....... rt..6.~ ........ rr: ...... .!.~.- -... G~9.d: .......... . 
.................. ~IY.\.t\: ........... J1.~! .......... 11f..r.s ........ < .. f!tr.v ......... fffr.P!.~0-~=---······---· ···-·- -········ · · ·· · ·········· 
Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas). ie::,, ~~ LJ.:: \'-l\£. D.,D:e. &y fk~~, ~L&6~JrJ1ry • 
..... (-:\\~ ....... k).\9··-······G ...... L ).0.~-~\ ...... 1.o ..... ~-------Fr;tt .. tD7 .. ~:.. ............................................... . 
If you believe dogs and horses should be banned- which areas should they be banned from: 

............................ W.&.rfL r~'"'" ,\)Q .tkr Jl41; t1, ~,h,(},~ ~ • .!'.+, 

Do you wish to add any further comments: .......................................................... . 1 '\L~c;,~j<::., fu~~ ?-~ 
········· ··· ··· ··························· ·· ········ ········· · ··················-~-·-··········· ····························· 

2 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan:- Individual Submission I Survey 

Name: 

Signature .. 

Email Address: 

Post Code : .... 

Age Range : ....... bL ................................................................................................................................................... . 
Gender : ..... re~.te ......................................................................................................................................... . 
Is this submission to be treated as Confidential : ................ W<?. .. : ........................................................................ . 
How often do you use the Reserve : ......... W .e.ek.l3··-'························································································ 

How do you Get to the Reserve: .. Walk, Drive, Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

····--- --·-·---·-·R-~.0.~ ............. 9 ........... h9. .. ~~--:· · · ···-··----·········--------···------·---··--····-- - · ----··· ·- ··------ ----···········-- ------· 
What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

windsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

........... b? .. ~~~----·--- -~-~~--~--~---- 1.. ........... ~-~--------~-~---~---~--~j ... J-------------------------------

·······-~-~?r .. ~ .. c:-J ...... , ........... s.~-~-~-r.Y.:: .. ~.o .. 5 ...... : ..................................................................... . 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

Killarney Beach ..... _ .. ________ . __ ._. __ ... ______ .......... __ .. __ . __ ... -::. ............ ____ ................................ ________ .. _ ....... _____ ...... ___ ._ ...... ________ .. ___ . 

West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairv. .................... ~ ............................................................................................... .. 

East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting············--···----~----··----····· ···--·······--········· ··--····-- ···--·-· ····--··---------··· ··· ·--········--·· 
West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ........... ~·-·--·········· ··--····· ·--··----··--···· --···---- ·--·· --· ·--·· ··-- ----·· ····--··--···--· --· --

1 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan: - Individual Submission I Survey 

Name: ................. . 

Signature ............. . 

Email Address: 

Post Code : ........ . 

Age Range : ........... 4-:: .. r:?. ... Ic;?. ........ J;:D .................................................................................................................. . 

Gender : ........... /.1 .. /:!~.k ...................................................................................................................................... . 
Is this submission to be treated as Confidential : ............ IY..O ............................................................................... . 
How often do you use the Reserve : ............. Or!/.~-~---······Ct. ....... tY.:Y.J?. .. 0:-}_-r:_d_L. ...................................... . 

How do you Get to the Reserve: .. Walk, Drive, Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

flA1 <-je -
--~·-······················--~~- - -···· ·······-········· ···· ····· ······· ···· · ··················· · ···· ······················· ························· ············· ······ ················· 

What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

windsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

................. F~~J::!.J..~.Y.G .... / ....... O.o.:!lL.!~~~---------i!!..~.: .................................................... . 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

.. _. ...................... ~4~~/!7. ................. .! .. !.5. ........... (!~-:f!.Y ....... .?.& ........ ?~::J2v ...... b. . .I.F~----- -- ----

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

:::::7.:~::~~~:=~~;~ L : -
East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting· ····---~---················· ···· ···················· ······· ···························· · ······················· 
West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ......... ~ ....................................................................................... . 

1 
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---· is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals - Horses or Dogs) 

......................................... £..~~-~-?:~7!'..9.~L ............................................................................................ . 

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal . 

.............................................................................................................. d.P.. ............................................................ . 

r 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ............. /.!:1?Q/.c!::f!1.~ ............................... . 

How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

...................................................................................................................................... J/.~~-Y ............ '7:.~.~d! 

... 7.??0..Z ......... 9.!.!:: ....... i .. 0!.t/.;f!..q~-~~-C ........ 0!! .. -r.d ...... /!.?5.t::~<:.T:. .................... . 
How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

............................................................................................................... 5..c.fl.!:.:?..~-~~---··l. ...................... . 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way • 

.... 7.1ZS. ... 1 ........ v.:.&.L.\.Lt!. .. G .... ; ........... £/}(.Q _____________ t1.r:!..~ ...... o...!??'.~ ..... r.-2,j(l::: 

.... -@i/ .......... ff<.:."L!.?:..r./../.. .......... o.(!:!._ _______ 711.E. ... £!.~~---··/.JY. .... GP.Q.P ... UYtW:~ · 
Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

.y(?~ . 
Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas) . 

............................. .)/...£~ ....................................................................................................................................... . 

If you believe dogs and horses should be banned -which areas should they be banned from: 

/VO. 
······································································································································-····················································· 

Do you wish to add any further comments: .... ~t:((.S ........ .LS. ........... !'9.:-~/~QQ .. \~'"f..~~---········ 

... Li? ....... ~r1.!.~( ........... /!.f.!!J?i?:: ........ 8!Y..O. ...... f~.T ....... OE!. ...... D.~{S., ___ ............... I 
~td.a.o..f~B.r.!. ....... C~bT .. l:6.~.~-:-...... 0!.!.f..~!!. ....... l..~ ... :.tJ:JI?.Cf?7.4f.!.L ....... Ti2 .... ~.?. ?P • 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan:- Individual Survey Submission 

Name: 

Signature ...... . 

Email Address: 

Post Code: ............ 3.b<i$0 __ . ___________ _____________ ___ __ ................ --·-----------·---··-------·-···-··--···----··-··-------·---·--··---··-·····-··--·-···· ·· 

Age Range: ·------·-···k .?.-:-_ ... -···········--·-·- _ _ .. . ....... ___ ·····-···---··- ··----·-·-·-·---··--····-·-------···-··-·-· --·-·······-·-··--· ··-

Gender: ·-· -- ---- ---K~v.~~E" ..... : ................................... ···-·-···-·-------·-·---·--·-·----··---·----·············-···--··--····--·--··---··-·-·-· 
Is this submission to be treated as Confidential: 

How often do you use the Reserve: ·-···---·--·-·---~-~~--~---·---~-:t:~.r----~ -!.~~~--'--------- ········-·-·---

How do you Get to the Reserve: .. Walk~ide a Bike, Ride a Horse 

What do you mainly use the Reserve.for: (For example: Bird watching~mmin~lyltesurfing, 
windsurfing, snorkelling, horse ridin~shing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

.. l!o<?1J······ "'-"-F! k:.,_,;; ......................................................................................................................... . 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

Killarney Beach ____ ··--·--·········-·-···-······-·---······-···-···-·------·-·---·······-·-·-··--·---·-·-·-·· -·--····-·-·-···-------·--·-·-·----··--·-·-···········--·----· ... 

West of Kmarney Beach to Port Fairy ./ ......... o.CC~<;\·~~:J .. ~~\..~ .... ~ ... fo!t~u , 
East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting ..... ~1'1<, o>);(l:::::J·... . .. . .. .... .. .. .................... . .. ............... ..... . .. 
West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ..................... ··--··----···-----------·----··--·-·-···--·----·------------·-···-·--·------- .. 
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\Aih =>t ic v n11r =>ra=> nf intaract IJ:nr t=v=imple: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ..... .. _\[~-~ , __ ..... _ ................................ .... . 

How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associat~d with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way • 

.. ~········~\J ···· q ·····~·~· i; .... ~ ... C::: .~·~?:· .-=:' j~~ 
Nu ·· ···· J~~o~f?S4:lr~~r~'~~~~ 
Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

\.._.,\ s~ e ...-- -
············----------------------------------·-······ ·----------------------------·················----------------------······-··················------------------·-···················· 

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas) . 

. \~ .. ---~~---- 0~ ~--;----~~\. ... ~.~~\~ ... ~------~~~ ..................... . 
..................... 0 ......... 4.~·~·-·· ·· -.--~-----· 0-J~.~--- ·:' ..................................................................... . 
If you believe dogs and horses should be banned- which areas should they be banned from: 

................................ G.~\cl ........ J ':\9.\:.' ....... k.9. ........... t?.~ ... ·...................................................... . .. 
Do you wish to add any further comments: ................. .............................................................................................. . 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan:- Individual Survey Submission 

Name: 

Signature 

Email Address: 

Post Code: 

Age Range: ....... :3:.k .................................................................................... ·········· ·-··· · 
Gender: .......... /().~-~---····················--- ·-·· ·· ··· ·· ················································--·-·· · ·················-- --- -·-- -··························- · 
Is this submission to be treated as Confidential: .. . ..1./c;_-_ __________ __________ . ··--·-----·-······ ····-·-----------························ 

How often do you use the Reserve: ....... b ... --:: .... 3 .... -:l.~J ......... ~---····-~---····--····················· 

How do you Get to the Reserve: .. Walke Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

/_}_1 :.,..e_ 
··········· ··---~---·------------- - ---------~···· - ................ ·----- ··-··----- ---------···-------······ ·····-~-------- ------··················-·--

What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

windsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

________ __________ ___ B.re<2( _________ ~~-----y------?.~~~-~-/------£:0~7 ... ;/-----~--':~ 

................ ~:~~7- ---;~ - -----<~---·--··/:./.?:::.(~~??---··················------ -- -- ----····· ····· ·· ·· ··--···----······--··--·--····- ----

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

e~H-o/ 
----·---------- ------- -- ······--------------- ············-------------------···········----------······-------············ ------------············--------· 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

Killarney Beach ..................... ·········· ·············· ········ ··-~---····' ··· ·· ·· ············· ·-· ···· ·····························-· --· - -- -············ ····· ···· 
West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairy ------- ---------··· ... ~------- -············· ···---············ ··· ···········---- --- - ----- --·· ····-··-----­

East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting··-··---------·········---~-------- -·····--············ · ···· ························---- -------·· ·· .. ·············· 
_/ 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ............................................................................................................. . 
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What is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

____________________ "f'h-.c.~} ______ -~-----------~-..$. ___ ________________ __ __ _______________ ___ _____ ___ ____________ ___ _______________ ________ __ _ 

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal. 

7;;~t;!~:::;:::::~:;;~'~; ~~- .. 
How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ________ £8~.C.~- ------- - -- - --- ------ ----- -- ----- -- - --- -- - -- ------

How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

_______ Q&Jk ......... J~-~~- - - -- ------ ~tb~v.-?.:: ____ __ ri!_ ______ ?.:~-~( _______ ~!.~~--- -- ------ -
{Y- ..__ 

---- --- ---------~------ - ----'-- 5.- ----------- - ----·-------- - - -- - -- - -- - -----------------·--·----- -- ---------------·-- --- --- - - -- --------- ---------·-------------·-···-·--------------------

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

........ lk!) ... ........... J ........ ~ ...... ~-~···· ........ d. ..... .s?.c..='~ ······ ·········· 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way . 

..... ;xe.~---· ·- ____ 'f; ________ ~~~~--------------~}fy------------~~---- ---- -- ---d ........ -!hJ'~--- --~J--· -- -- ---
_______ ft_¥ ---- ------~---~----- --k~L_&_ ___ --- -~-- . -~0J~~:-~------- -!7~--- ---~~S:~ 

t/\.. "'"'j_:ul S-Qo-~~s 
Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

--·------Y~.s ____________ ~---- ----~-- -----~~~------)_f: _______ ~---- -----·---- --~--- --- -( __ J:__J_s ___ __ /.~-----

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas). 

jt:.: ~~~fo; r::4t ~7.~ ;;::;;_ ;:::~~ =. 
If you believe dogs and horses should be banned- which areas should they be banned from: 

Do you wish to add any further comments: ----~~~_f_r~(__ __ __ _ ___ __g._~~/"--~----- - - -----QD. __ Q ___ lliL( 

___ /~ _____ 0-:-_________ ~j----------I!.C<:?.~.cb~ ______ _____ ____ fJ~.·-~-~/s ___ __ __ ____ F~--- -- ----E0::6 .. .g .s. _______________ _ 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan: -Individual Survey Submission 

Name: ___________________ _ 

Signature ......... . 

Email Address: ················-·-······ ·--············-·····················-······························ .. 

Post Code: .................. :3280 ., .................................................................. -........................................................... ......... . 
I 

Age Range: ................ 5'i .................... ............. ................... . 

Gender: ....................... Wl..E.. ....... ................................................................................................................................... . 

Is this submission to be treated as Confidential: 

How often do you use the Reserve: ............. ONCE .... fl. ... w.EEl<,---.Mo2E ..... I~ ...... $.U~R.--- --· ............ ................. .. 

How do you Get to the Reserve: -~Ride@ Ride a Horse 

What do you ma!!'ly_use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watchin~ kitesurfing, 

windsurfing,~ horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, campin~mily-ume at Fie bead~ 
without a pet) 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

VE'fY~ ... MPO.R:rAJIJT r:o.re ... M-~ .... 5£Lf.,- -~tMLY.----~----v.'.s.L:T'()f_($ .. -ro ..... Tl:l.t.L ... lJ.RCA.;-·······---- -------·····-···· 

.... ;T{ ___ (g_~-~& ...... E. .... 1/i:.fl.V ..... b.C~ ..... :f{ltJJ{.I~r .. fYb~ ( O 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 
-r[{c~ ftlU;A Aul) ~ 1\~ A {\ rlr 

(M f't1c7' 0 \J r'Pt.OP<..-E:.S I-IV £U licot> 
., 

...... ··-·-·-------------------- --- --------- ----------· ·----·······································------- ----- ----·-----------------········------------ .. 
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What is your area of interest {For Example: Conservatio(R~~eational,)f,&,lltural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal. 

.I .. ~Ahl"! ....... :To ............ Qli-J:Tt.~>.I.C•~---··· ·····"tC? ........ ~E.. . .. .'(lfe.SE. ........ P.I.R.€A<" ........ lc.lT.U ........ k->l,j ........•.................•.. 

... ... mlY.\.Lt '>f--·····-lAl7.M.blJ1 ........... Rt~.Qcc-:(l. ~IU.c; ..... 7.1-i.A7------WILL.-- .C.I-14""~.6r, ...... T.l:\e ..... V)A¥···----l.-J-C---······· 
LIVb- /t..> "71-1() l.)f?eA 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ....... ... NIL. ............................ -------·--·····················: .... . 

How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

..... \.Me b.R-71\.t.:rr , .... K?!.r ....... S'.t;."'M IH3Lf;;· ____ _ J..Lt ___ .... l \ P:PLI.C4. -:rr b-U ·; .... _. ____ .. _ .............•.......... _. ____ . _ ............................... .. -. -

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

.......• -t5! ...... ~-~\L£ ...... ············································································································-----------··························· 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way . 

......... r;it: .......... e.~~(c~~---- .!S ...... ~D ......... 5TQ.P.t.D ...... ~.o.tJ ................................. --------·-······························· 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

·· ··· ··············Yff:S;········ ···························--·······-·························--·--------·----······································ ·-·---·························· ····· 

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas). 

... _ ... I.P.H.~~---···R.E::S~ve1 .... 1>l U ... f!...~1rJJ.y":(.u?.v.<;;.v····················· -·-· -·-········ ............................................•........... 

If you believe dogs and horses should be banned- which areas should they be banned from: 
AJJ'i v 

········-·············································-··-··-·--·----··--··--·-········· . ;J l.?. ....... IS!l"J:.!... e.~ ......... f>.t;:;:6:f _.,t>_ __ .1-l.tP.R t!:t::5 .......... . 

Do you wish to add any further comments: -··-·····························---·------····-··············--··········-·--··-------······ .................. . 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan: · Individual Survov Submission 

Name: 

Sfanature 

EI'NII Addreu: 

Post Code: 

Is this submission robe treated illS Confidential: NO ~ ~ 

How often do you use the Re.H"rve~ On a regular fortnlflhtly b~.sls ~nd often weetcty ln the W~Srrnertnonths 

How do you Ge-t to the R~~: . Walk, Drive, Ride a 8/ke, Ride ;a HOfsa 

Wh~it do you mainly U$e the Reserve for: I For example: 81rd watchfna, Swlmmln.a, surffna. ldtesurfinc,. 

w tndsurflna,. snorke:lllng, horse rldlnc, dot wallcin&, fishing, boat In& cam pin&. family time at tt.. bea~ with or 

without a pet I 

How lmponant l:s:lt to you ro bf' able to continue these adlvtt/es within the entire Reserve? 

Which p~rt of tile Reserve do you use most frequently: 

1 frequent all arus Hsted 

West of Kllloun~y Beach to Port FaJry 

East of Killarney Beach to The CuttiML. 

Wast of The Cutt1n1 tOW<lrdJ Warrn;ambool 

Wh~t Is your area of Interest {for Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural1 With Animals-Horsn Of Dop) 

I enJOY bftna ~ble 10 u·.t tha rewrv~ tor r~rei1tt9.£1~1~1=JIY~l~swhlc!'!Jndy4~ '!f9& ~~!k:t[Jg. l'l:J.~f!!n&.~?-~~.!!~i~g.;mc 

enJOY~n& tl"'e 'PI«"nd.our. Q.f 9\Jt. bea~:~tr.fuJ.~_Qa:s\J.rf'l.~ ......................................... ~~-... ...... .. .......... __ .. , 

How lmport~nt Is t.he Cultur.~l H.~rltap afthe R•setvil: to you7 Cultural HertUIBI!! 11 lmporunt u it's" huse p;~rt of 

our 001 eommuntty's history 

How lmportmtls protect ton of the N~ural Env1ronm4Mt and 81td life to you 

It's lmpO(\Ittt ~~ prot~CJ t~e l"tatUtJI e-1'\..,rol'lment and bird ltfe ~O'Io'MV@r I bt!'liPW this.~!' be,doll• as if 

r~c;re~tion/c;onwrvutlon ar:•• 

How Important Is the ability to e-njoy fi!!UI!!ittlon Kt.Mtln to you 

lt'J VftfY •mpc_l'\!'nl .f$ ~.!1~J.It~Y,It.fe ).fi.le ~nd beln.& a.ble lOJitlli_u- t~t..~~"R for r~reatiQnal acttvitl~ he!P.s.metQ 
en1ov dog walktn& and t\Qf'$e .tidtn& ~w•tie.s: 

b: yOYr Personal ~Walth and Wellbelna as~lated -Mth your use of the Resi!Ne? 1f so in what way. 

l~-~----

Do you be.lieve that the current use of the r.wrve th~ allows for bottt Recreation and Consl!!f'l3tlon ~auld 

continue? 

Do you believe that Recreational At11vft'-t should be aYowed throuahout th• Whole Reserve, or do you beUeve 
t.Jutt c.naln arns should be set asJdllil for cortsll!f"Vat1on only lEa. No oo,.,td No Re<Natlonal Hone Ar-). 

.l..b.t!t.t.V.~. tn~.r~-~ervtJhould b~ left ~-a !~.(~ationa!f~.t"-~rv.~\!9!lf.!!:~~-'Y~.arulJ.t\'.!lli~&l'.~O zgn_e.~.,~~ 
n,_an~ern~nt p[~n be ~ll.fctlang_ee;l_tQ.Ii&~~cre~O .{Q.n!l; .. 

~ you believe dOl• ond hones should bo b.nned-whim .,. .. should they be bon nod tram: 

t.t9.IQ9..~'.t.b~kt:v~ the_y ~ould_b~.b~nn~d ... .......... -.._ ........ _ .. . 

Do you wish to add any further comments: The BCR is on~ of very few ptaces Joc:ally you can Wille .,..., ;--1 

a lelsurely hone ride, there ha'IIE! nevct been anv reported l.ndd~ts lnvotv111g hof'HS or 

are very respectful of each other. it would be very dtsadvanugeous to chanse the reserve to mo<tlof'CIII ...... 



Parks Victoria - Non-Confidential Submissions to Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 2018

Name: 

Slsnature 

Email Addren: 

Post Code: 

Ase Ranse: -4_ \:) 1 ~ 

Gender. YY\ .. 
Is thls.submlsslon to be treated as Confidential: NO N 0 

How often do you u:5~ the Reserve: On a rrsular {ortnlghttv basis and oft eo weekty In the warmer months. 

How do you Get to the Reserve: . Walk, Orive, Rldc a Bike, Ride • Hors,e 

What do you mainly use tne Reserve fCif"; (For example: Bird watchina,. SWimmlns. '5urflnc. kitesurflnc. 

windsurfin&. snorkelllnc. horse rid ina. doa walkJnc, fi.shln& bo01tintt. t:ampinc., family time at the beacl"l with or 

without a ptrtl 

Which p,art of the A~e do you we most frequently: 

1 frequent all areas rtsted 

W est of Klltarney B~ch to Port Fairy 

East of Killarney Beach to The Cuttfns: 

Wett of The Cutt.inc towards Warrnambool 

What js your are.t of Interest (For Wmple: Conservation, Recreational, CuJtural, With Animils- Horses or Doasl 

1 en1oy beln& •bf~ ~o uw tht: reserve tor reQeat~nal actMtlcs wh~ lm:;1~t:t~s Qog_wal~!n.& rvnnl~g,_bq_ne ridln&_~_n( 

PfllOV"".& t~u~ splendo:11r of 9Uf"beaut•fu•co~$\ l_1ne:_ 

J.~~k;t. ll~.t ~Q ~H tile reserve r~m11n as lt t:urren~ly h._wh~~-tou t;an enjOy t._numbto:f tJf OK11VUI~ Wlthout 

r~_u1ct191l. 

How important is the Cultvral Herita1e of the Reserve to you1 Cultur•l HefJtage: ls lmport.:.nt a~ It"~ • huge Pilrt of 

our lout communlty'5 htstorv. ··-- ... 

How Important rs protKtlon of the Natutal Environment cmd Birct life tovou 

)t.'$1m,ponant.J.q ptptC:!JJ.hli!:.natural.~n~r!fflm.E;.n_Umf:f.Rit9.hfe 1'1~~-'' l M Uev-:- ~h1'S can be ~OOf> ~$:a 
r~4;.{~11~.'9fll~t'~er.vatjQ!l i!'~,a 

How Important Is the ability to enJov re:creatlon ...ctivlties to you 

I!'.J .. ~rv ln:'!P,Of101nt .. a.ta ~<taftl:\x.lif.!JM~~Q~Jl-etf'l& ab_le.JO ~tlh~.l~ ~R for r~creatlonal ~t~~-~~~ he:lp~.me:_to 
'4r.J.OV. do.&."Y"~k.l.n.8.i'U~.~!$.f __ ljsitns.at:t_lvJtJ_e-; 

Is your Perwnal Hntth met Wellbln& uSCKiated with your use of the Reserve? If so ln what WiY· 

Yes_ 

Do you believe that the c:urr~~nt use of the reMrve that allows for both ftec:re•tion and Cons.rv;;ttion .shou\d 

continue? 

Do you believe that Recrutlonal Acthfttles should be allowed throu&hout the Whole Reserve, or do 'fOU bel-.e 

that c:ertain arqs lhoutd be s~tt aside for coos..-vation only (EI· No Do& and No ReaNtion~ Horse Anal). 

l__b_4;!11.~e t~~ r~rv~ sf:toull;tbC! !,;.f\_~lJJ.~Cr~~J.Ion_,ll.con~rvation r~se_rv!! a~d the. dilt~aree.l) t_~ on tM drift 
mana,gemeQt p!cmb~ ;~II ~h..f:Jl&.~d \9 .l!&ht sr.e.4tO JQne_ 

If you believe dop and horses should be banned-w hich area5 should t hey 1M t..nned fnNa: 
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fmaiiAddnu; 

Post Code: 

Aa••••••' \7 
r{\ 

Is this submlsslor. to be t re;ated as COtlfldentlal: NO N _0 

How often do VOLI use the f:tes;ern; Oo • regul•r fcrtnlgtltly b•sls ilnd often weekly fn the wo:~rmer mooth.s 

How do you Get to the Ae$erve:. Walk, Dffve~ Ride a Bib , Ride a Horse 

D,1ve 

Wh,1;l do you mainly use t he Reserve for. (For eJCilmple: Bird watchlnc, Swlmmlrc. surRnr., klt esurfln&, 

windsurfing. snOfkelllna, horn rid In& dog waUdnc. flshlnc. boatlnL cam~nc. famfly time at the beach with « 
without~ pet) 

Dog w.:Jik-111& swlmrnlr'l& tlwe _rldlng.J1~1n_g tmd lelsyre ac~VIt)C'\_"'!''ll.IJ.mv. .~mB~ il!l~.f.~~~~.t.it'l~ greatplaceJ9r 

t:.ICtCISing tQ 1'\e!2.ke~~ fit and "'~al_thy 

How Important Is 1t to you t o be ible to c.ont rnue these adfvit1es within the entln: Reserve? 

Veryimportant.,t($ A P.lK.e; 1 ~!'lJ9J'In&.vi~slt!n&anr$1ttl!'l:!R~.W.tth.mY-~i!I!!.J.t:"~d ~mQtional ~llbeln& 

Which part of t he R•serve do you use most frequently: 

1 frrquenl all arr•s listed 

Killarney 8e~c~ 

w est of ~!Iamey Be.ch to Port Fairy 

EaSI of Krllamey Be<Kh lo Thtt Cutting 

Weft of The CuHinJ towards warmambool 

Whilll, 'flOUr atea of fnterest {For £1.itmpJe: Com~rvation. Recreational, Cultural, Wlth Animals - Horses or Docs) 

1 ef't!QY betnJ ablt to use thr rtsf'"~ for recreauon!ill act!'{ftle.swhlchJnclude~ ~Qil~~~~lfl&.r.~M!'lB..~Q.r~e.ri~Jraan.~ 

f.'nJ.O)Ift& th-f 'plttndour of our be-aut1f1,1l ~ast ltne 

1 waukllilleo to see the re-serve n:-matn as n currenttv lS whe-re you ~n f'O.Ivv • numbf! of ~fYlMtieo~ w1th1JUt 

re$1nctton 

How lmporUnt Is thl!! Cultural H~tace of the. Aesetve t o you? Cuitvr.~l Het1t.1ge 1S 1mpor~nt as •t's • huge pan ol 

our bell tommumtv's histo~ .. 

How lmport<~ntis PJotec:tlon. of the N.tural f n'lllronment and Bftd llfe to you 

'''.s l_rnportiiU to prot«t tht: natuntl en'llirf;mme nt aod tn(~ hfe.~oWt!Vt'r I bell~~~~ thl~.c;m be done ;h; .a 
recre;tlo~Jcon-sery~tfon are;~ 

How tmportant fs t he ;~btllty to •nJoy reu1a tlon Ktl~ltln t o you 

Jt'.~.~ffl:IRP.t.flr'\ a~ a ~.Jaltt,y l.~re_~e and belog ;abl<' to utdl.~e th'-" BC;:.R .fpr r-e:qeatlem•! ,__l=t!Y'1:t~s h~lp,;m~ to 

~l"lOV ~os.w~lldnsand t'l()rse fldlnaa~.*YitLVS .. 

Is your Perwno~l Heafth ~nd WeD'-irac auod ated with your ul e of the Reserve? If so In wha-t way. 

Do you believe that the rurrrnt use of t he reserve that allows for both Recreat1"" and Conservation should 

c:ontlnuel 

Do ycu believe that Recrutlonal Activities shot.lld be allowed throuahou1: the Whole Reserve, ar do you.....,. 

that certain are:u sho-uld be set aside for conHfYIItkxl omv IE1. No Dol and No ReuNtional Morae Ana4 

!JI~.I!.,.~,Jh~.r,l!".Y'-.!h~.IM.~!t!~!!.~I.4.r.~~~~.'·Q·\1llifPD.l~r.Y.•ji9!!J.t~.Mt.~~~ t.~ •• ~.r~are~J!>.I'It.P.Il.lbUrJII 
IDJ.Q.~!~rn~!l.\.P.!itn.~~-.!L<;hiln&~QJR.Hih! Bt.~~!U.Qn!L _ .. 

tf y04.1 be1ieft! dop a nd horses should be banned - which arus should they be bilnned from: 

00 vou w ish to add any further comments: The OCR ls one o( very few pl;aces loc:.aHy you can Wllk yaur411& 
a leisurely horse ride, there have never been anv reported lndd!!nt5ln~ot'lllnl honti or dop• moa :=:z~-_ 

are verv respectful of each other It would be w ry dlsidvlfltaleous to ch1nse the reserve to mo5tly 
areas. Why dlange something_ that ha!. for man.,. many years been a pl•ce of re<teiltkx'l for people to ..... 



Parks Victoria - Non-Confidential Submissions to Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 2018

Nime: 

Signatufe 

EmaTJ Address: 

Post Code : 

Ace Rane• : 4_0 
Gender: P-

Belfast Coast Management Plan:- Individual Survey Submission 

Is this Sl.lbmlssion to be t r-eated as Confldential: NO,_,,.N..C?. ....• ___ _ 

Ho w often do you use the ReseN e: On a regular fortn1ghtly basis and often weekty in t he warmer months 

How do you Get to the AMerve: • Wa lk, Orlve, Aide, Bike. Ride a Horse 

prtv~ 

Whon do you mainly use the Reserve for. (For uample : Bird watch Ina, Swlmmina, surflnc, kitesurfln&. 

w indsurfing. snorkelllna, hone ridinc,. dog watkins, flshins, boat Ina, camplna, family time at the beach with ot 
wft~out a pel) 

How Important Is It to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

Very •mponan t, rc's ~.plact.l eni!;tyln&yisH:I,g_and it.tl~!ps Y(ith ffiV W«;!'il!.ol!!CtJ:m.9.ti9D.~Lw.~.IJ.~.~.i.~.& ············-······· 

Which part of the Reserve do you un most frequently: 

f frequent ~u ~reas listed 

West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairy .... 

£art o f Klllamey Boch to The Cllttln(. 

West of The CUtt ln1 tow•rds W~nn.ambool 

W hitt fs your area of Interest {For £_..mple : Conservation, Recreat ional, CUJtural, With Animals - Horses or Docs) 

I_ t:nlOV betn& abte to use thpr~wrve for recreatfo!"lffl ~ct!V!ti¢~.v.:hls:t'Uoc!~d~s.9og_'l{ii (~!!B •. ru.n_ning, h.orse rjdj.l"}g,anc 

Pnlo~n.a the .,splendour of our be,autih)l coul fmf ~-··· ·---·· . ····~---····-· ........... . 

J.~Q.\Il~.ti.~(! .. H?~t".'-.lb~L~~-O:~.r.~.ma!oJ•~.Jt~.vrreN.IYJ~.wJ:\~reyqu ~.1n enjoy a number of activit1es Wlthol!t 

re~.trid.lgn 

How import~nt is ti-le Cultural Heritage of the ReH1'Ye toyou7 Cultural Herlta,ge i.s important as 1t'1 a huge part of 

our local community's history__ ..... _ ... ·-·· . .. ..•. • .... 

How Important Is protection of t he NAtural Environment •nd Bird life: to you 

J.t'_~ _im.P.Orti!nt ~9 P.r:o.t~ th~.mll!,1ra! ~-o.VJ[Q.mn~nt and bJr'dJif~.bQW.~.v~n~!Jgx.~Jhi.~ ~ar1 be.!JOt'\1!: as -~ 

r~.re~_t_lon~Qfl~.~~.t!QD .• i!r~iL .. 

How important is the ability to enJoy recreation activities to you 

IJ,'s . .v~.rv l~pQf1~nt.~$JJ h~a.l1h.xJ.l.~~ gyJ_~~.!1~.b~h~g-~_b.!e.~~ ~tilise tl;le.BC.:RJqr..(r~.!~!!t!.c;m~!.ll.~l~l~!~~ h~lps ~e. to 

•.'li~.d.og v;•l~l.·u~~.ho!.!, Il~lr&~!;!Mt.f . .,.. ... 

Is your Personal Heatth a nd Wellbeln1 assoct.ted wlttt your use of the Reserve? If so In what way. 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve t hat allows for both Recreation and Conservat ion .should 

cont inue? 

Do you believe t~ot Reaeotlonol Activities s~ould be 11-thrwahOIIIIhe Whale Reoorw, or do you ­
thot ceruoln aru s should be set aside for conservation only (EJ. No Doa and No llecrutlonol 1tor1e - ). 

'·belle"" .the r•!~(V' ShQ.Y.\~ ~·.!•ft.~s-•.r.e.cr~•l•oniiJ~OnS!'rva.lion ' ""'·"'· '"d ~ ... d~rl< l!.ltO.mat.liiUlii.*Jft 
IT!a.n~&~rlt'W! P.l• " ~· all.c~an&.ed_ to)!£hl &rH~.lo.ne .. 

lio.l.~on't bell~"" th~y should be banned .... 

illetSufely horse nde, there have never been any reported W~adents lnvolwtftl 
are very respectful of each other. It would be wry dls;odvonufi'!OUS 
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Name: 

Slcn.wr., 

Email Address: 

Post Code: 

Age llansoo .":\:-;, 

G~-nde:r: ~--
Is this submission to be treated as ConfJdernJal: NO 

How often do you use the Aeserve: On a re-gular fortnlghtly basTs and often week.ly in the warmer montt'ls .. 

How do you Get to the Reserve: . Walk. Drive-, Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

Or_~~ 

What do you mainly use the Reserve for: !For example: Bird watthinc.. Swlmmlnc. surfing. kitesurline, 

wlndsul'fln&, snorkellina. horse rldlnc.. doc walking, fishing. boatin&. cam pine. family Ume at the beach with or 

wllhouta pet) 

Dog ~alklng. swimm1ns,_horyeJi~lr.& .. fJ~!'1.8JI~\i leisure ~ctl'!f!.l.ft~-~~t~ .. n:'l.di~:!"!'J!~.MgJ.r!~mQ.~Jr~.M.8t!:.tt.P.!!9.,.19.r 

e)(eJ:CISIMl-.t.Q help ~~P-flt and flt:~ft}J.Y .. ----·· ................ . ............. - ....... . 

How frnportant Is It to you to be able to rontin~.-~e these activities within the ent ire Reserve? 

Whfch part of the Reserve do you u.se most frequently: 

I frequent •II areas flstell 

Killarney Bl!ach 

West ol Killarney Beach to Port Fairy __ 

E41st of Killarney Beach to The Cuttln1 ...... . 

West of The Cuttlnc towards Warmambool 

wtut Is: yow areil of lntvMt (FOt" Example: Conservation~ Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or OO&s) 

1 ~.lOY bein_g able to u.se the rvserve for re~re~~roM! f!~l'llt)es Ylt!!C~ H!~~des_d9g walk!n& runnln&.horseJidm__g_anc 

ttl'ljOV'ng the spleondoor of our be1ut1('-'l coast line 

l:tm.Y.td.J~k.e .. ~Q s"~ tl'le r~e.!Y"~ r:emalrt~ lt c~,j_rreolli !!>_v.1ler~ yqv ~n ~f)]oy ~ "!Jlflbt( of •cHvlttf!SWithqut 

f~$trlg1Qn 

How Important l.s th@. Cultural Herltace of the Reserve to you? Cultural Heritage Is Important ~sIt'~;~ huge pan ot 
our loc:al community's hrstory 

How lmporhlnt 15 protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

!\'.~ i.I)'IP.9.'f'\!l:nt.~9.'. P.f.9.~~.!h!'!!.ruH~J.r~f.envlronment_al)d b.•rctUffl'_ ~.o~_,_V.t;.~.! ~~Jlev~.t.h•.s_!;S!:fl be Q9_n~:'" a 

~-~-~J$~11.9.('i.~P.-:tS~f.V~\~~-area_ .... 

How Important Is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

,a·~~~~~rY.JmP.:omtnt a~ a ~t:~Jt"~_l_!fe.~.Wl~ iJ:f!.Q_b.~lng abi~UOJ:It_lt1Ht!M: a<;~ .(or .recreattonal actiVItJes h~po; me to 

.t:.nlov. !J.Qg_w.:~l~i.O.K~[l.~ . hQ..r..$.t_d~lfi&...~~~'i]t_i~.~ 

l.s your Per1onal H.aJth and Wellbelnc associated wtt.h your use of the Reserve? If so In what w •v-

Y~L .......................... - .. 

Do you believe thilt the current use of the reserve that allows for both flec.rea.tlon and Con5ervatlon should 

continue? 

Do you believe that Recreat1onal Activities 5houtd be allowed thr~ the Whale Rese-rve, or do you bel.._ 

that tertaln areas 5hould be set aside for con51!fnt1oo only (£&. No Dot and No Recreational Korse -"-1}. 

I b,n,.v~Y,e,r_e_$~M .. ~!).Q.\!.l9..1:J:e ~f\.11.~ a recreatiot:ta!Jt;!Jn_$ery_~JJ~ .re.se_I'Y.e oui~Jhe da(t< gret-1" 1one Qft tht t;lraf\ 

(l'la_,_~.8@!!'t:fl.t p\;tO.~~.all_~;tr'I£~Ct.~9.h£~~-~H!.~.Z.9.n!i: 

If you bel~ doss and horses 5hould De b~nned -whkh areas should they De tM:nned from: 

~QJ.~on.'l b~i~.t.J:tt.Y.JJl~.M!IiJ~e ltt(IJ:)~~. 

Do you wish to add anv further comments: The BCA.lS one or"e"' few pla(es locilltv you on wall your ... -
a h~1surely horse: ride, therE!' have r'!ever been any reponed inddents lnvotvma hoNe-~ Of dati • fftCIII .._.._ 

are very respectful of each other. It woukt be very dlwdvantageou!i. to change there~ to.......,_...._. 
areas. Why c.hange something that has for many manyve•r~ been • place of rl!'cre1t1on far....,_ • ....._ 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan: - Individual Survey Submission 

Name: 

Signature ............ . 

Email Address: ...... ............................ . 

Post Code: 

Age Range: ·················----·-----··· .. ~: .. -. ..... ~---- --······ · ··· ·- --·- ·· ·· ·· ··· 

Gender: ··---··········-------·--M .: ............. ............................................................................................................................... . 

Is this submission to be treated as Confidential: ·····-~--- · -····_ 

How often do you use the Reserve: · ···· - - -~~-" +.l.\ ) ··································································-······--················-······· 

How do you Get to the Reserve: .. Walk,~ Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, wimmin 

windsurfing, snorkelling ith or 

without a pet) 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

······ - -- - --- --~···· ···· · · ··--· -···-

.. ······-----·-----------------······--·--·--------- ---------·······-------------···············- ····· -------------············--········ 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

Killarney Beach ......... ... /.. ············--------·-·················································--------------······················-··-·---·--··················--··· 

West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairy -----------·-···············-·-------·--·-··············································---·--·-···--

East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting··· -····--·························-·-···-············-········· ·······················--·-·-·····--······ ............... . 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ..................................................................................................... . 
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What is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Anima~r Dogs) 

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal. 

--------------·--------·--·-·-----·--No _____ ____ k~-~~r:-::J····-·---~-- ----------· -~~~---R.~~-~ ·---------

How Important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? ___ ___ , _____ ___ __ ___ ____ ,_____ __________ _ __ ______ _ 

---------·--- - ----------~~~- ----- - -- -------

How important Is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

------ ------ --- ----~--------- --·--·---------- ·---~-------·-·--····------·---------------·---------·-······· ·------- ----------------------- ------------··------- -----------·-

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

- ----- ---·--·--- --- -~7----- - -- ------------ -----·- --------···-----·······------- ---·- ·· ------- -- -- --- .................................................. .. 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way • 

..... C?.'\~ ----~~--r_:-.~~--: .................................................................................... . 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas) . 

. :=~~=~~~\~:;:-~k~~A;~~:· ;~~~~:~ .~, .:. 
If you believe dogs and horses should be banned- which areas should they be banned from: 

............. !J":f····· ··· ·· ~N~~J. ;( .... "'•\' ... ~~ .......... \-c .. ..9 .................... ... .................................. ...... . 
Do you wish to add any further comments: ............................................................................................................... . 
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Belfast Coast Management Pllan: - Individual Survey Submission 

Name: 
• • - --- -··-······----~·-··················~···-·······-~·-··············-··-····~······· ········-~··············· 

Signature .... 
··········~········-···--·······-···----···············--··················-··············-·4············· 

Email Address: 
··~························· 

Post Code: ..... 3 1:3.0 ........ 0 
•••••••••••••••••• ·······o·---············· .. ·········-····-···o·····························-··································· ......... . 

Age R·ange: ..:<.. 
0 

............. ooo············-···--· .... ~.~---~·········· ···~······••4••···············-··········-···•t••·······--··-~·-······~·---~---·················~·········· . 

Gender: . . 
. ----·--····-·············-····· ...... ····························~·-~··············~~··················---············~·········--····~······----·--·············-····~····~· 

Is this submission to be treated as Confidential: NO ............... . ··············-·······-········--·········-·-·········-------········-········p···· 

How often do you use the Reserve: On a regular fortnightly basis and often weekly in the warmer months ......... . 

••••••-••••••••~•••••••••••••••-~•••••••••••••••~•·••••••• ·•~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••••••••••••~•~•••••••••••••••••••w~••••••••••·•••••••••••~•••••~••••••••••••••••••~ 

How do you Get to the Reserve:. Walk, Drive, Ride a !Bike, Ride a Horse 

Drive 
···~··········~·······~·····-·····-············-·········································-···~····················-······· ················································~-···············-·· 

What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

windsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fi!;hing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

~~~ r~_i-~ ~ og_ ~.Q .. h ~tP.. ~~~P.. f.i~ -~rl ~. h ~~ J~-~-Y. ........................... onn ...... 0 ........ no ••• - .............. , ........... -· ......... - .................. u ........... . 

How important is it to you to be able to continue the!se activities within the entire Reserve? 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

I frequent all areas Hsted. 

Ki I Ia rn ey Beach ...................................................... _ ........................................... 0 •• __ ••••••••••••••••• o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••• 

West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairv ........ o·············--~~ .. ~---··-··-·················------o··························-·o····~···············-······---· 

East of Killarney Beach to The Cuttin& .............. o ..........•...... o .............................................................. oo·········o··-·········-·· 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool.. ......... o······························-·-·---···················o··········································-· 

What is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

~JJ iQ.V.i.~ _g .~h ~- ~P.~ ~D ~-C?.M r. 9.t~ ~f.-~-~~-~tjfl)J. .~.Q-~-~1 J.i.J.l.~ .... ··-o· .••...••...• ____ ...............•..•.•.••..•.•.•....••........•.••.•.•.•••.................• _ .... 
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Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal. 

t ~C?.l..l. 1.9 .. H~.~- .~R. ~~~Jh~ .. ~~~-~-IY.~ . r.~.r:t:l-~ ~rL ~~- .i.~ .P:~rr.~mtly_ !~.w.~~r~. Y9.t:t. _q~n. -~-~lQY. -~-.m~mQ.~~. gf -~.c;~.t.v.i~~~~- wJ~.h9.~~ 
restriction ······· ·· ·· ·············•••··· •············••··· •···· ··•·· ·····••·•···•···· ···•····•··••••••··•••·• ··•······••······•·············•····•••·••••· ····•······ ·····•···• ········•··••••··•· ••·· 

····································· ·············· ······· ··· ····· ·· ·-· ·· ········· ···· ··········· ····· ··· · ······· ······················ ······································ ··············· . 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? Cultural Heritage is important as it's a huge part of 

our local community's history· ····· ······ · · ·· ·······-······ · ···· ··· · ················· ··· ········ ··· ··· · · ····· · ···· ·· ···· · · ···· ·· ·········~··············· · · ·· · ·· · · · ···-· 
How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

W.~..i!!l.P.9!1~n~J9. .P.f.Qtect the natural environment and bird life however I believe this can be done as a 
··········· ·~········· ·· · · ·· ····· · ·· ············ · ··········· · · · ·· ·· ·· ·· ··· · · ······· · ··· ·· ······ · · · ·· ·············· · · ·· ··· · ··· · ··· · ·· · · · ·· · 

r.~~:r: ~ ~ ~.i.9.n/.c;g_r:t.~~.r:Y. ~.~ iR n. ~ r.~ ~ ........................................................................................................................................ .. 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

~J:t l9.Y_.~_9.8. w.~ t ~~ ng .~.n~ .. h9.~~-~- .~!~! n& ~gj~j~.i.~.$ ... .................................................. ······-· ·····-·--··· ............................................ -~ .. 

....... .......................................... .................... -.•..•..••......... ~---··· ··· · ··· · ····· ·· ························· · ··· ··· ·· ·· · ············· · ··· · ···········~·-·· · · · ·· ··· ··· · 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way. 

Yes ............. ........ ...................... ................ ............................................................................ .................. ~ .. , •.•... ••••••••••.................... 

···················· ··· ···························-·····················································································-··················································· 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 
continue? 

X~~--::-. M.9..$~.g~ftn .. i~~~v. ................................ ................................................................ ··········--··-·······-·. ··-··--···· .......... ............................ . 

• • • • • .... • • . ... • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • .. • • • • •• • • • ... • • .. .. • .. • .. • • • -. .... ·--···-· ................ . .... .. .............................. - ---.... -· · -· ....... - .. . --· . · · -·· ............... . ... ·-· .. . ... ... .... . .......... # ........ . . . --. 

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for (;Onservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Rec:reational Horse Areas) • 

..................... ..................................... ...... ........................................ ............................ ..... .... .................................. ...... ......... ... 

If you believe dogs and horses should be banned- which areas should they be banned from: 

N g_ ~- ~9!~.'-~. ~ ~~-i~Y~. '-h~Y.. ~-~.Q Y !g -~~-g~_IJ4Q~Q ........................................................................... ··-·--·· .............. _ ................................. . 

Do you wish to add any further comments: The BCR is one of very few places locally you can walk your dog or enjo' 

a leisurely horse ride, there have never been any reported incidents involving horses or dogs as most reserve users 

are very respectful of each other. It would be very disadvantageous to change the reserve to mostly conservation 

areas. Why change something that has for many many years been a place of recreation for people to enjoy. 

• 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan: -Individual Survey Submission 

Name: 
• 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

Signature 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Email Address: 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Post Code: ..... ~.l: .. £..9 ........................................ . 
••••••• •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Age Range: ...... 64 ......................................... . 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

Gender: 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·················-······························································································· 

Is this submission to be treated as Confidential: NO 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

How often do you use the Reserve: On a regular fortnightly basis and often weekly in the warmer months ......... . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• .. ····················-········································································-········-··-···-~·-················-· 

How do you Get to the Reserve: • Walk, Drive, Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse 

Drive 
·············································-··························································································································-··················· 

What do you mainly use the Reserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

windsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

~~~ .r.~J-~ ~ n g_ t9 .. h~ ~P.. k~ ~ P. .fi~. ~-n 9.. h ~-~ J~-~.Y. .......................................................................................................................... . 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

I frequent all areas listed. 

tcilletrr1E!Y II~Cic:t1 ................................................................................................................................... . ··---························ 

West of tcillarney lleach to Port Fairv ........................................................................................................................... . 

East of tcillarney lleach to The Cutting··························································································································· 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ................................................................................................................ . 

What is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

~-f) l9.YJ.ng .th ~- .~P. '~ D ~.9. ~ r. gJ .9. ~f.-~-~~ ~tifl:J.I .. ~.Q.~.~~- J.iD.~ ....................................................................................................... . 
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Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal. 

. . 
restrict ton ..................................... ..................................... . ·· ····· ········· ········-································· ········ · ····················,························· .. 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •• 
·········· · · · ······················ · ··················································~···················· · ··············· • 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? Cultural Heritage is important as it's a huge part of 

our local community's historv ......................................................................................................................................... . 

How important is protection of the N~tural Environment and Bird life to you 

!:~~-~~~~j-~~.c;~.rJ.~~-~~.tj~!J.~1:~~--················································~······················································································· 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

~ D 1 QY. .Q. 9.g. w.~ t~i.l}g. ~ n ~th9I~.~-.~!g! ng_ ~gjy!~.i.~.~ ................................................................................................................ . 

••••••••••••••••w•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••••••••4••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way. 

Yes 
···········································································································································~··················~·········-··················· 

··-·········································-··················-··········································································································· ················· 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and ~conservation should 

continue? 

X~-~.::. M.9.~~. ~ ~fj D .i~-~tY. ·-· .....•... -· ............................ ·····-~---··· ....•.......•.• ·-· ..............•.•.•.•....................•...................•................. 

········································-~---···································································································································~-----·~---· 

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas). 

JJ~.~.I.i.~.v.~.~h~.r_~-~~.r:v.~ .. ~h.9.~tg_P.~J~f1 .~~-~-!:~~-~~~t.i.9.n~tb;gn.~~r.v.~.t!Qn.J:~~-~-~~-~n~.~-~-~-g~r~.gr.~.~n.~.9.n~.P.nJh~.gr.~.f! - -

m.~.n ~g~ m ~n~ .P.! ~ n. ~~-~ JJ. ~h ~ n g~9J9. .Hght m:~~n J.9.n~ .................................................................................................. . 

································································································-····~···························································-·····-············ ·········· 

If you believe dogs and horses should be banned -which areas should they be banned from: 

~ QJ. Q9D.~ ~. ~ ~J.i ~y~. ~-I} ~Y. .~D.Q. M ~g.~~-9.~ f.' D.~~ ..................................... ~· .......................•....................................................... 

Do you wish to add any further comments: The BCR is one of very few places locally you can walk your dog or enjo' 

a leisurely horse ride, there have never been any reported incidents involving horses or dogs as most reserve users 

are very respectful of each other. It would be very disadvantageous to change the reserve to mostly conservation 

areas. Why change something that has for many many years been a place of recreation for people to enjoy. 

• 

• 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan: - Individual Survey Submission 

Name: 
•• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Signature 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Email Address: 
•••••••••••••••••••• 

Post Code: 3 220 . .... . .. . ....••••••......................................•. , .....•..•...•.....•••..•.•.••.......•••.•...••.......••••.•...••..••......•••••••.......•.• 

Age Flange: ... \~---······························ ·· ······················································································ ········· ··················· ······ 
Gender: 

••••••• ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Is this submission to be treated as Confidential: NO ?\ 
························-~---··································································· 

How often do you use the Reserve: On a regular fortnightly basis and often weekly in the warmer months ......... . 

······················································································································-···························--·······-································ 

How do you Get to the Fteserve: • Walk, Drive, Ftide a Bike, Ftide a Horse 

Drive 
·················································--·-·····························-····-···-···-------········-·························································-··················· 

What do you mainly use the Fteserve for: (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, 

windsurfing, snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, cam,ping, family time at the beach with or 

without a pet) 

~-~~!:~J~~~~-~-~--~~~~-~~~~-1J~-~-r!~.t1~~J~.tl-"-······································ · ······-···-···························-·················-· · ·····-··-·········-······ 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently: 

1 frequent all areas listed. 

teille~r"E!" ElE!cac:t1 ................................................................................................................................................................ . 

West of teillarney Beach to Port Fairv ........................................................................................................................... . 

East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting_ ___ ...................................................................................................................... . 

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool ........................................................................................................... ...... . 

What is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals- Horses or Dogs) 

.1. ~.f') l9.Y .. l?~~ng . ~ p J~. t<? .. L:J. ~-~Jh~. r.~-~~rv.~ . .fgr..~~~r~~~.i.9.n~!. ~~~!~~~j~~. w.h!£hJn£~M~~~ .ggg_ ~~H~~ ngl_ r.~.nn ~ ng,. h9.~~-~ .. ~l~ j ~g_ ~D.~ 

~.f') l9.Y.i.~g .~~ ~. ~P. J ~D.Q.9. ~ r. gJ .9.~ r .. Q.~ ~ ~~-i ft:JJ _c;g_~-~~.JJ.r:-.~ ............................................................................................... ..... ..... . 
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Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal • 

. 1. ~9.l:JJ.q .li.~.~ .~9 -~~~ .lb.~--~~~-~J~~. r.~--m~!n. ~~.J~. ~.l:J. rr.~n~JY. i~ .w.~~r~.Y9.t:~. -~~n.~.r:t19.Y..~ .. n ~m.t?.~r. 9f. -~-~i.vJ~ ~~~.wJ~hR~~ 
restriction 
··········································-~···················································· ~···························-~----········-················································· 

·············-·········-··········· ························································································· ·································································· . 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you? Cultural Heritage is important as it1
S a huge part of 

our local com munity
1 

s historv .......................................................................................................................................... . 

How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you 

!.~~-~~·~~.i.9.1JJ.~9.1J.~~ !:Y..~J !9 D. ~ r.~~-............................................................................................................. -·····--··. -·. -··-··-·-··· · · 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you 

~.rJlC>.Y..Q.Qg_ w.~ t ~i. ng. ~-n ~. h9I~-~ . .tl~!n& ~gjyj~J.~.~ ................................................................................................................ . 

••••••••••••••~•••••••-••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~••••-•••••••••a••••••••••••••• 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way. 

Yes 
···················~··························~············································································································································· 

................................................. --............. •···· ............................. -... -.................................................................................. --.-............ . 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should 

continue? 

X ~-~-::.M.C?.~1-~~f1JJ .i1~!v. .......................................................................................................................................................... . 

············--···········································~--······~---····························~·······················-~t····!~~~~~~!~-~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~·~··· ~9·························· 

Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe 

that certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas). 

m.~.n ~g~m g n~ .P. ~ ~ n. ~g.~ 1 J. ~h~ ngg9.1Q. Hght gr.~~ n .~9.n~ ................................................................................................... . 

••• • • ·-· ....................................................... - •••••••••••••••.••••• •.• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ot•. - ••••••••••••• ··-· •••••••••••••• · -· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

If you b~lieve dogs and horses should be banned - which areas should they be banned from: 

Ng.!. ~ 9.r~(t -~~J J!:Y~. ~I} ~Y.-~-~.9.M ~~ . ~ ~. ~-~DD. ~~ .................... H •••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• •• ••• 

Do you wish to add any further comments: The BCR is one of very few places locally you can walk your dog or enjo" 

a leisurely horse ride, there have never been any reported incidents involving horses or dogs as most reserve users 

are very respectful of each other. It would be very disadvantageous to change the reserve to mostly conservation 

areas. Why change something that has for many many years been a place of recreation for people to enjoy. 

• 

• 
• 



 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, 14 March 2018 
 
 
Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 
As an owner of horse/s trained in Warrnambool, the opportunities beach training presents as 
well as the relaxed country environment the district has to offer is the key reason why I will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region. 
 
In-Law Racing has previously sent horses to this region for their training and we currently 
have one in work at the moment. 
 
If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become 
limited, thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would 
have huge effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as 
taking away the opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in 
the region.  
 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 
 
Regards, 
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Manager, Park Planning, 

Parks Victoria, 

LevellO, 535 Bourke Street 

Melbourne, 

VIC3000 

Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc 
ABN 55 481 179 265 

PO Box 1047 
Geelong, Vic, 3220 

131h March 2018 

Submission on Belfast Coastal Reserve Draft Coastal 
Management Plan January 2018 

To the Manager, Park Planning, 

The Belfast Coastal Reserve Draft Coastal Management Plan (CMP) is a well-prepared detailed 

document and we appreciate the opportunity to provide comment on it. 

We are highly supportive of the proposed Conservation Zone, with a focus on protecting the habitat 

values and minimising disturbance to breeding birds and roosting and foraging migratory shorebirds. 

However, we are firmly of the view that the proposal to continue racehorse training within the 

Reserve is unacceptable. Use of the Reserve for commercial racehorse training is incompatible with 

the stated aims of the CMP, which is to protect and enhance the outstanding cultural and natural 

values of the Reserve. Furthermore, any commercialisation of land that is reserved for conservation, 

recreation and public purposes is completely unacceptable. We urge you to amend the draft CMP to 

prohibit commercial racehorse training. 

The Reserve is a precious and fragile coastal landscape that has significance for all Victorians, and 

beyond. The draft CMP does a good job of outlining the values of the Reserve and it's unnecessary to 

recite those attributes here. However, we would highlight the following points: 

• The Reserve is critical habitat for endangered species and has a rich array of environmental 

values which must be protected as a priority. 

• The Reserve is valuable for its undeveloped, wild character. These are qualities that are 

increasingly rare in a rapidly urbanised world. While it might be easy to underestimate these 

qualities in the here and now, it's important for coastal planning to take a long-term, broad 

perspective and recognise the true value of this undeveloped, wild coastal landscape. 

• The Reserve is highly valuable for the rich cultural heritage of the Gunditjmara and Eastern 

Maar Peoples. The protection of Indigenous cultural values is integral to the sound 

environmental management of the Reserve. 

• The Reserve provides a natural buffer against the impacts of climate change, such as storm 
surges, erosion and sea level rise. The resilience of this coastal strip must be strengthened to 

ensure that the Reserve can continue to fulfil its function as a buffer. Stressors on the 

environment need to be reduced not increased. 
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Under the hierarchy of principles set out in the Victorian Coastal Strategy 2014, the first priority of 
coastal management is "to ensure the protection of significant environmental and cultural values" 
(p29 VCS 2014). The third item in this hierarchy of principles refers to use of the coast and states 
that "natural coastal resources are a limited and valuable public resource, and if developed or used, 
this should be done wisely and deliver proven net community and public benefit for current and 
future generations". 

We do not support commercial horse training in the reserve. There are extreme risks to threatened 
species, habitat, cultural heritage sites, and public safety. An alternative sand track and pool was 
built in 2017, and several trainers are using the sandy soil in their paddocks. Training of racehorses is 
not dependent on the coastal environment. It is inconsistent with the principles ofthe Victorian 
Coastal Strategy to allow such use in the Reserve. If the CMP was to allow commercial racehorse 
training, this will set a disastrous precedent for the whole of the Victorian coast, undermining the 
standards and principles of coastal management. 

Introducing a complex system of permitted usage with different zones and time periods would 

require expensive reinforcement by way of education and enforcement. Some of the endangered 

species in the Reserve are present year-round and would require enforcement and education 

programs to run all year. We know that such things are beyond the budgets of State Government 
these days and it is ludicrous to be proposing such a system of permits when there is no capability or 

intention to back up the regulations with the necessary elements of education and enforcement. 

The Reserve has particular significance as bird habitat. The Reserve is critical habitat for the Eastern 

Hooded Plover. When Bird life Australia reviewed the breeding success of Hooded Plovers in the 

Reserve, they found 44% of sites had not produced fledglings in five breeding seasons of monitoring. 

Their findings show that sites were under extreme pressure from horses, off-leash dogs, illegal 

vehicles, as well as weeds and foxes. 

The narrow, rocky beaches are subject to high pressure from horses and dogs which are squeezed 

into this narrow zone. This area happens to contain one of the densest populations of Hooded 
Plovers known -for example, there are 28 Hooded Plover breeding sites within the proposed 

Conservation Zone, which comprises 43% of the onshore Reserve, not to mention 24 Red-capped 

Plover and two Pied Oystercatcher breeding sites, plus one of five priority locations for Orange­
bellied Parrots, plus internationally significant habitat for Sanderling and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, and 

nationally significant habitat for Ruddy Turnstones and Double-banded Plovers. 

The proposed Conservation Zone should be free of dogs and horses to alleviate pressures on these 

birds. Another 57% of the reserve would still be available for dogs (a designated off-leash beach plus 
bird areas as on-leash) and recreational horse-riding (with a permit system following strict 

conditions). It is critically important that adequate resources are allocated for education, community 

engagement and enforcement to ensure that people adhere to the rules for use of the beach. 

Implementation of the rules must not be left purely to the good will of the public and the hard work 
of community volunteers. 
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The Geelong Field Naturalists Club and other community conservation groups work collaboratively 

across Victoria. Volunteers regularly come together from across the State to share ideas and work 
towards conservation goals. Together, we are bringing about positive change for threatened species 

such as the Hooded Plover. The Belfast Coastal Reserve is one area that has been the hardest to 

achieve successful top-down support for conservation of the Hooded Plover because the Reserve 
has had no gazetted regulations, no management plan and therefore volunteers in that area have 

reached a limit to the success of their actions. Bottom-up efforts need to be met by top-down 

support in order to achieve the CMP's goals of protecting and enhancing the natural and cultural 

values of this precious Coastal Reserve. 

Yours Sincerely, 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Wednesday, 14 March 2018 

 

 

Manager 
Parks Planning 

Parks Victoria  

Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

 

 
To whom it may concern,     

 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 

As an owner of horses trained in Warrnambool, the opportunities beach training presents as 

well as the relaxed country environment the district has to offer is the key reason why I will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region, both financially and with 

my patronage. 

 
The industry provides great opportunities for the people of the region and supports the 

ongoing spirit of the town.  It is a great pleasure to enjoy the horses training on the beach 

and provides a point of difference in the training methods of my horses, than those that are 

city based. 
 

If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become 

limited, thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would 
have huge effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as 

taking away the opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in 

the region.  

 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 

success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 

 
Regards, 
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Belfast Coast Management Plan: - Individual Survey Submission 

Name:   Warrnambool Trail Horse Riders Club  (WTHRC)  

Email Address: 

Post Code:  3280  

Is this submission to be treated as Confidential:   No  

How often do you use the Reserve:   Every 6 months  

How do you get to the Reserve: .. Walk, Drive, Ride a Bike, Ride a Horse  

By car or by car with float attached, some members may use a horse truck instead of a float but generally floats 
are used.  

What do you mainly use the Reserve for:  (For example: Bird watching, Swimming, surfing, kitesurfing, windsurfing, 
snorkelling, horse riding, dog walking, fishing, boating, camping, family time at the beach with or without a pet)
  

 recreational horse riding (club rides and pre-rides) 
 socialising 
 photographing the scenery 

 

How important is it to you to be able to continue these activities within the entire Reserve? 

It is very important.    

Beach conditions change dramatically at times making certain parts or a certain direction impassable.    

Club ride plans may start from Killarney and head either west or east depending on the tide conditions and 
depending on any naturally occurring hazards blocking beach access tracks. 

Also a club ride may start at Levy’s Warrnambool and members may ride to Killarney and then on to Port Fairy.   
Any re-zoning would restrict and shorten the club rides significantly. 

Which part of the Reserve do you use most frequently:  

Killarney Beach   
  

West of Killarney Beach to Port Fairy   
  

East of Killarney Beach to The Cutting    
  

West of The Cutting towards Warrnambool      

ALL OF THE ABOVE.  

What is your area of interest (For Example: Conservation, Recreational, Cultural, With Animals – Horses or Dogs)? 
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WTHRC’s main interest is a recreational horse ride in the BCR which includes a social gathering for members after 
the ride in the form of a club bbq at the Killarney camping ground facilities.  

  

Is there a specific change that you want made to the Draft Proposal? 

Yes.   WTHRC Members would like to see the dark green zone that is marked for the conservation zone to be 
changed to a light green zone to be a recreational conservation area so that the club can continue as it has done 
since its inception in 2011 and as other recreational horse riding clubs have done in the past before WTHRC 
commenced. 

 

WTHRC is only one local club in the area, there are other trail riding clubs that are under the same banner of The 
Australian Trail Horse Riders Association (ATHRA) that visit the BCR for their own club rides from time to time. 

 

WTHRC would like the BCR to remain as it is now due to the fact that there are no alternative tracks to ride other 
than the beach between Baldy Hill and Killarney.  

 

According to the plan, there will be congestion and over-use of the areas where recreational riders would be 
allowed.  Also carparks are presently very small, with more car parks set to be closed off, this will increase the 
burden on the existing car parks.   

 

WTHRC notes that Parks’  slogan “Healthy Parks Healthy People” would not be an accurate reflection of what will 
result in the reduction of recreational activities. 

 

How important is the Cultural Heritage of the Reserve to you?   

WTHRC rides follow the main access tracks and respect the culture of the first Australians and their heritage sites 
at all times.    Permission to ride is sought from land owners and land managers prior to a ride by the Ride 
Planner. 

 

How important is protection of the Natural Environment and Bird life to you? 

WTHRC and all other ATHRA club members pledge to follow the ATHRA’s code of conduct when they sign their 
membership forms.   Please see a standard membership form for your information and note the reference to the 
Code of Conduct. 

 

Form No:  IMS-F-005 Version no:  V20170202 
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First Issue Date: 10 December 2011 Authorised by: Director Communication and Marketing 

THIS FORM IS FOR CLUB USE ONLY AND DOES NOT NEED TO BE SENT TO ATHRA 

Club Name 

DOB 
Applicant 's Name 

(mandatory) 

St reet Address Postcode 

Postal Address 
Postcode 

{If different to above) 

Contact 
Home I Work 

I 
Mobile 

Details 
Email 

Adult Fee $ 

Junior Fee {Under 18} $ 

Social Fee {Non-Rider) $ 

Senior Fee {80 and over) $ 

Child Fee {Under 5} $ 

~ 
J 

"' u ... 
Q. 

:c 
~ 

Family Fee $ Adult 
n 

i 
Social Senior Child 

"' SJ 0 
E 
"' .2:' r 
::!: ·e 

"' ... 
Names of other family members 

included in t his package 

Associate $ Associate's ATHRA No 

Name of Associate's primary ATHRA Club 

I hereby apply for membership/ renewal of membership of the above mentioned Australian Trail Horse Riders Club (ATHRA} affiliated Club. I understand that as a 

member of the Club I am also a member of ATHRA and that I am bound by the Rules and Regulations ofthe Club and ATHRA's Code of Conduct. I agree to abide 

by the Rules and Regulations of the aub and ATHRA's Code of Conduct, and I understand that my membership of the Club and ATHRA is conditional on my signing 

the ATHRA Risk Warning & Liability Waiver Form (or my guardian or parent signing the Parental Consent & Indemnity f orm where appropriate} upon joining or 

whenever renewing my membership: 

Applicant 's signature 
Date 

Parent/ Guardian's Signature 
Date 

{If Applicant is U18) 

Parent / Guardian's Name 

{Please print) 

Return completed application form to 

the Club Secretary at: 

3 
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FOR OFFICE USE ONLY- Enter r•t.wnt club~· and total b.low 

The ATHRA Fee Component applies for t he year ending 31 December 2016: 

ATHRA Fee Component Club Fee Com ponent Amount Payable 

Adult $100 plus s equa ls s 
Junior {Under 18} $40 plus s Equals s 
Social {Non-Rider) $30 plus s equa ls s 
Senior {80 ond over) $60 plus s equa ls s 
Child {Under 5} $20 plus s equa ls s 

Tot al paya ble s 

"The ATHRA Code of conduct, speci fically the Environmenta l Rules , ha s evolved and grown since 
t he code wa s f irs t drafted. The Environmental Rules have been formulated a f t er consul t a t i on 
with staf f f r om Park Vi ctoria , and o t he r experts i n t he environmental f ield, and a f ter 
resea r ch on many of the topi cs ." Mr Alan Sal ter , Regional Manager Western Vict oria , ATHRA 
I nsur ance Coordi nator and ATHRA Boar d Member . 

How important is the ability to enjoy recreation activities to you? 

WTHRC members enjoy going on a monthly club ride which is held on t he fourth weekend of the month. The 

ride planner will try to incorporate a short ride and a long ride t o suit all members' abilities. Rides also invite the 

members' families to attend by joining in at lunch spots and bbq's and other gat herings. This creates and 

encourages the members, their families and their friends to be active and involved. We already know that 

Victorians have lower exercise levels and have been identified as a Victorian Government health priority. WTHRC 

supports the recreation activities of its members and their families and f riends. WTHRC's members' ages are 

from 5 to 80. WTHRC offers a family membership subsidised fee to encourage whole families to be members, 

memberships may be full riding memberships or social memberships. 

Is your Personal Health and Wellbeing associated with your use of the Reserve? If so in what way. 

Yes, WTHRC's members have enjoyed riding in the BCR since 2011 on organised club rides. Due to its close 

location to the members' place of residence, the BCR is only a short drive which makes for a shorter drive with 

minimal st ress allowing more time to spend riding and socialising. This is an important aspect of our members' 

well being which leads to good health. 

Do you believe that the current use of the reserve that allows for both Recreation and Conservation should continue? 

Yes. The reserve status ensures that recreational activities can take place whilst flora and fauna are respected 

and enjoyed. 
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Do you believe that Recreational Activities should be allowed throughout the Whole Reserve, or do you believe that 
certain areas should be set aside for conservation only (Eg. No Dog and No Recreational Horse Areas). 

WTHRC members wish the Reserve remain as it is.   Breaking up the BCR into zones where recreational riding 
cannot continue will be disadvantageous to holding club rides which will suit all riders. 

  

If you believe dogs and horses should be banned – which areas should they be banned from? 

WTHRC does not agree with banning dogs.  Although WTHRC club rides do not permit dogs to accompany the 
ride, members and friends of the family do enjoy bringing their family dogs for the outing too.  The dogs are 
under control of the members’ family and friends and on leash when appropriate. 

 

Do you wish to add any further comments?   Yes. 

 

 WTHRC would like Parks to keep all car parks open.      Closing car parks would make it difficult for the 
members since members need more space, not less, due to the floats on the cars. 

 

 WTHRC would like Parks to keep all tracks open and not close tracks without proper consultation with all 
BCR users .    WTHRC would like Parks to restore the use of the old track that runs parallel to the dunes the 
whole length of the BCR.  These old tracks (over 100 years old) are shown on maps as Government Road 
and are important tracks to WTHRC as a means of an alternate access point to the beach in certain 
conditions.    

 

 In 2012 WTHRC put in a submission to Parks Victoria (DSE) to be allowed to organise club rides in National 
Parks and Reserves in south west Victoria.  Permission was formally given to the club to do so.     See 
below. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DSE File Ref/SP Ref: SP443020   

CONSENT FOR USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF COASTAL CROWN LAND SECTION 40 COASTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 
1995   

Crown Description:  Cobboboonee Reserve 2018065, 2018064, 2018066, 2018063 Lower Glenelg National Park 
Reserve 0304732 Eumerella (Yambuk Coastline Reserve) Crown Allotment 6C & 2001, Hummocks Rd Port Fairy to 
Warrnambool Rail Trail Reserve 2013974 Belfast Coastal Reserve Crown Allotment D1 (P040403), 12J and Beach 
Street, Crown Allotment 7 Section A (P042238) & Basin Track Camperdown – Timboon Rail Trail Reserve 0511766 
(P081065) Crown Allotment 9A and Reserve 2008771 Great Otway National Park Old Carlisle Track, Boggy Creek 
Track, Rapier Ridge Track & Tuckers Orchard Road   

Local Name: Belfast Coastal Reserve, Warrnambool Foreshore Reserve, Cobboboonee Forest, Lower Glenelg 
National Park, Great Otway National Park, Port Fairy to Warrnambool Rail Trail, Cobden to Timboon Rail Trail   
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Consent for: WARRNAMBOOL HORSE TRAIL RIDERS CLUB – TRAIL RIDES   

Pursuant to Section 40(1) of the Coastal Management Act 1995, and as delegated by the Minister, I consent to the 
proposed use and development subject to the following conditions:   

1. The use is to be carried out in accordance with the information and plans received on 13 January 2012 and 
further information received 13 August 2012 and 21 January 2013. 2. This consent is subject to the applicant 
obtaining all other relevant approvals including issuing of consents or permits from all or the relevant land 
managers and abiding by all associated conditions. 3. All persons involved must abide by the Australian Trail 
Horse Riders Association Code of Conduct at all times. 4. Warrnambool Horse Trail Riders Club is responsible for 
contacting the land manager prior to rides to check any seasonal road closures or other site specific information.  
5. Horse riders must be aware of other visitors and respect the rights of those utilising the area, including slowing 
to a walk when travelling near other users. 6. Vegetation must not be damaged for any reason.  Horses must not 
be tethered to trees or other vegetation at any time. 7. On formed roads, horses must always move to the verge 
of the road to allow vehicles to safely pass. 8. Horses are not permitted to be ridden up, down or on sand dunes 
unless utilising existing designated beach access tracks. 9. Any proposed amendments to the use including 
changes to the touring routes must be provided in writing to the Department of Sustainability and Environment 
and written approval obtained prior to any changes being implemented.  

10. This consent will expire if the use is not commenced within 2 years of the date of issue unless an extension of 
time is applied for and granted by the Manager Environmental Planning, within 3 months of the expiry date.   

Special conditions – Beach rides between September and April (inclusive) 11. Warrnambool Horse Trail Riders 
Club is responsible for contacting the land manager/s at least 1 week prior to any ride to confirm the ride date 
and route and for an assessment of the route conditions to be carried out.  12. A minimum 25m separation 
distance must be kept from marked/known Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis) nests.  In the assessment of the 
land managing authority, if there is not sufficient beach width for passage past a nest of at least 25m separation, 
the section of beach is to be excluded from the ride route. 13. Ride group size must be limited to maximum of 20 
horses. 14. Groups must maintain a spacing of 20 minutes between ride groups. 15. Rides must be timed to 
coincide as much as reasonably possible with low tide. 16. All horses must travel on the hard sand on the water’s 
edge. 17. Dogs are not permitted to accompany the ride group/s at any time.     

      DATE:  1 March 2013  

 

The organisation of WTHRC Rides: 

 

 Club rides are organised well ahead of time, with permissions sought from the land owners/managers, in 
this case from Moyne Shire and Parks Victoria.   The guidelines and Athra’s code of conduct is strictly 
adhered to both during the planning phase and the riding phase. 

 

 A pre-ride is done to have an approximate expected time of the ride, track and beach conditions, lunch 
spots and  hazards identified,  plover nesting sites noted. 
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 Members are notified of the ride with a formal Ride Notice via email and members rsvp to register their 
attendance with the ride planner.   

 

 A  muster (an on-site meeting) prior to the ride is held.    At muster, the ride planner, trail boss, stewards 
(1 steward : 10 riders), first aid, ride leader and drag rider meet with the riders.   

 

 The ride planner, trail boss and stewards are all accredited with Athra and all ride personnel carry walkie 
talkies, mobile phones, a light first aid kit for both humans and horses.   For extra visibility, ride personnel 
wear a high visibility vest. 

 

 At the end of the ride, the ride personnel and riders meet for a post ride meeting where any incidents are 
noted, recorded and signed. 

 

All members of WTHRC acknowledge and are familiar with the club’s Code of Conduct. 

Members have a membership card with name and membership number which they present when requested by a 
club official to prove their membership status.    The Code of Conduct expects members to take care and respect 
the environment at all times and sets in place the rules and regulations on how the club must make the ride safe. 
Groups are kept to a manageable 20 riders at a time should there be a large number of riders (not often). 

 

Both the landowner and hosts are covered by Athra’s insurer and members enjoy 24/7 insurance at all times. 

Club rides have been held on summer days when many others enjoy the beaches and ride past plover nesting 
sites, members show respect to other beach users and nature. 

 

WTHRC welcomes new members and day members at all times. 

 

WTHRC believes that trail riding has a very low impact on the environment. 

WTHRC reminds its members that when out riding everyone must stay on the main access tracks and to always 
ride below the high water mark.   This is also put in the Ride Notice that is sent to members prior to a ride and is 
also reiterated at muster on the day of the ride. 

  

The Code of Conduct 

 

 

Parks Victoria - Non-Confidential Submissions to Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 2018



8 
 

For more information on Athra’s  Code of Conduct 

 

Vii  Summary page  

 

“Horse riding can impact dune health, cultural heritage, public safety and disturb beach-nesting birds. It is critical that the 
most significant areas for shorebird breeding are protected from disturbances including those from dogs and horses. “ 

 

WTHRC would like to say members ride responsibly at all times. 

Rides always use the main tracks to the beaches therefore do not go near any cultural heritage sites.   Members 
ensure they are in “walk only” when approaching the public and “in stop” when  necessary, retain the designated 
distance from plover nesting areas. 

 

Page 3, para 1.6 “A range of community engagement opportunities took place from March 2017 through to September 2017 
with an online project page including interactive map, surveys, public events, semi-structured interviews, targeted 
stakeholder workshops and site visits, consultation with Gunditjmara and Eastern Maar Traditional Owners. In total more 
than 230 people were engaged. The website received approximately 800 views, with 77 online surveys submitted and 54 
comments added to the interactive map. Participants were dispersed across the south west region, with the majority from 
Port Fairy and Warrnambool.” 

 

WTHRC regrets that it was not consulted in the 2017 feedback from the public.  Indeed recreational riders were not deemed 
to be affected. 

WTHRC would like to be acknowledged as a historic user of the BCR along with the historic trainers.   WTHRC 
would like to continue to use the full length of the BCR. 

 

Thank you. 
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Submission template for  
Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 

About you: 
 
Your name  
 
Your Organisation (if relevant):  
 
Postcode:  
 
Email or Postal address:  
    
 
THIS SUBMISSION IS:   □ NOT CONFIDENTIAL      Date: 12/3/2018 
 

Your Comments: 

Please Note – The following information will be made publically available. 
Main reason for interest: (such as local resident, visitor to parks, tourism operator, environmental interest, 
business operator, education interest, scientific interest) 
 
Recreation and use: Windsurfing , Kitesurfing, surfing 
 
 
 
How often do you or your organisation use the reserve?  
□      Daily      
 
How do you or your organisation mainly use the reserve?  
□      Walking or running  □      Dog walking □      Using the beach (swimming and surfing) 
□      Horse riding  □      Horse training □      Volunteering 
□      Camping   □      HunƟng  □      Fishing/boating 
□      Picnicking   □      Birdwatching □      Socialising 
□      Other (please specify): windsurfing  Kitesurfing ,surfing 
 
 
Which part(s) of the reserve do you or your organisation most frequently use? 
□      West of Killarney (Port Fairy side)  □      Between Killarney and Big Baldy 
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About the vision- Belfast Coastal Reserve, 15 years from now…: 
 
How supportive are you of the vision for the Belfast Coastal Reserve? 
 □   Very unsupportive 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #1: Cultural landscape and living heritage 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Cultural landscape and living heritage’ included in the draft 
management plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupportive 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #2: Healthy Country 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Healthy Country’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
Very unsupportive 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 
 

Key management theme #3: Recreation and use 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Recreation and use’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupportive 
 
Addressed to: Page 59 Recreation and Use: Stated Goal. The Basin, Pelicans and Towilla Way 
beaches will support recreational activities which are managed to reduce their impact on 
natural and cultural values. 
 
Access to Pelicans (Long Reef), Towilla Way and Gormans Lane 

 
  

 They 
are a diverse group of people of all ages who have chosen to live in the Port Fairy/Warrnambool 
area because of its proximity and access to the ocean. Many of them meet on a daily basis to 
participate in many water activities in the Belfast Coastal Reserve. They surf mainly at Golfies and 
the Cutting; we windsurf and kitesurf in the ocean, the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting 
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(saltwater swamp). They snorkel and scuba dive at the Basin (access from Towilla Way and 
Gormans Lane) and the Long Reef (called Pelicans on Parks Vic. map) with access via a marked 
primary track from the Basin road to Pelicans.  
The current draft management plan seeks to create a conservation zone all along the Armstrong 
Bay beaches in South West Victoria. This conservation zone will have a huge, detrimental impact 
on their recreational choices, now and into the future, due to restriction of access to waterways. 
These beach accesses are primary tracks that should remain open. These give access to the ocean 
and consequently support our recreational activities of snorkelling and Scuba diving.  
Access to Pelicans (Long reef) has always been available from a primary track accessed from a 
small carpark located off the Basin road. This path is still reasonably well defined with some parts 
having duckboards covering sandy areas. The car park used to have approximately five parks that 
was generally sufficient for the usage. This carpark has now been partially overgrown with coastal 
wattle, not native to this area, and marram grass. This has reduced parking capacity. This path is 
important to Scuba Divers, Snorkelers with heavy equipment to carry, as it is the closest direct 
path to the Long Reef. Access along the beach from the Basin carpark or Killarney boat ramp 
carpark is a considerably longer distance.  
This is an existing primary track. It does not have high usage but its continued existence does 
provide support for the goal stated above. Having a single defined track does reduce impact on the 
environment.  We are 
happy to assist Parks Vic. to clear vegetation that has grown over the carpark area.  
The access tracks to the beach from Gormans Lane and Towilla Way also provide access to the 
ocean for snorkelling and scuba diving. This access is vital as they often have heavy gear to carry. 
These tracks have limited use from people participating in diving activities but have greater usage 
from recreational horse and dog walkers. These primary access tracks should be maintained. 
 
Addressed to page 57: Golfies will continue to be a key site for active recreation providing for a 
variety of uses including walking, horse and dog exercise, beach fishing and surfing. 
Reposition of the carpark further inland ….separate parking for horse floats and general public. 
 
Golfies has been used for decades by anglers, surfers, swimmers, families, dog walkers, 
windsurfers and kite boarders. It is an important access to this “wilder” beach area. Many users 
carry heavy equipment such as fishing tackle, surfboards, windsurfing and kitesurfing gear and 
picnic gear. It is also a great spot for people to relax and is important for the mental health of the 
many user groups. Golfies car park’s main attraction is its proximity to the ocean. Users have a 
parking place with direct viewing of the sea. Consequently, Golfies carpark should remain in its 
present location for recreational users.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
The main wear and tear on this car park has occurred recently and has been caused by commercial 
horse trainers. If commercial horse riding is relocated to the proposed location at Levis Beach, 
horse floats will not use this carpark and it can remain in its present position as it has for decades. 
 
Golfies carpark should remain in its present location for recreational users.          
                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
 

Key management theme #4: Managing in partnership 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Managing in partnership’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
 □   Very unsupportive 
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Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
 

Key management theme #5: Research and monitoring 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Research and monitoring’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
□   Very unsupportive  
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Submission template for   

Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan  

About you:   

Your name    

Your Organisation (if relevant):    

Postcode:    

Email or Postal address   

   

THIS SUBMISSION IS:   □ NOT CONFIDENTIAL      Date: 12/3/2018   

Your Comments:  

Please Note – The following information will be made publically available.  

Main reason for interest: (such as local resident, visitor to parks, tourism operator, environmental 
interest, business operator, education interest, scientific interest)   

Recreation and use: Windsurfing , Kitesurfing, surfing   

How often do you or your organisation use the reserve?   

□      Daily    

How do you or your organisation mainly use the reserve?   

□      Walking or running□      Dog walking□      Using the beach (swimming and surfing)  

□      Horse riding□      Horse training□      Volunteering  

□      Camping□      HunƟng□      Fishing/boaƟng  

□      Picnicking□      Birdwatching□      Socialising  

□      Other (please specify): windsurfing  Kitesurfing ,surfing   

Which part(s) of the reserve do you or your organisation most frequently use?  

□      West of Killarney (Port Fairy side)□      Between Killarney and Big Baldy 

Page Break  

About the vision- Belfast Coastal Reserve, 15 years from now…:   

How supportive are you of the vision for the Belfast Coastal Reserve?  

□   Very unsupporƟve   

Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant 
headings corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach 
more pages if required).  
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Key management theme #1: Cultural landscape and living heritage   

How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Cultural landscape and living heritage’ included in the 
draft management plan?   

□   Very unsupporƟve  

  

Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant 
headings corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach 
more pages if required).  

  

Key management theme #2: Healthy Country  

  

How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Healthy Country’ included in the draft management 
plan?   

Very unsupportive  

Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant 
headings corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach 
more pages if required).   

Key management theme #3: Recreation and use  

  

How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Recreation and use’ included in the draft management 
plan?   

□   Very unsupporƟve  

  

Addressed to: Page 59 Recreation and Use: Stated Goal. The Basin, Pelicans and Towilla Way 
beaches will support recreational activities which are managed to reduce their impact on natural 
and cultural values.   

Access to Pelicans (Long Reef), Towilla Way and Gormans Lane  

 I have been using the Belfast Coastal Reserve  
 It has been a mainstay of my physical and mental wellbeing.   

 We are a 
diverse group of people of all ages who have chosen to live in the Port Fairy/Warrnambool area 
because of its proximity and access to the ocean. Many of us meet on a daily basis to participate in 
many water activities in the Belfast Coastal Reserve. We surf mainly at Golfies and the Cutting; we 
windsurf and kitesurf in the ocean, the Belfast Lough and Rutledges Cutting (saltwater swamp). We 
snorkel and scuba dive at the Basin (access from Towilla Way and Gormans Lane) and the Long Reef 
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(called Pelicans on Parks Vic. map) with access via a marked primary track from the Basin road to 
Pelicans.   

The current draft management plan seeks to create a conservation zone all along the Armstrong Bay 
beaches in South West Victoria. This conservation zone will have a huge, detrimental impact on our 
recreational choices, now and into the future, due to restriction of access to waterways.  

These beach accesses are primary tracks that should remain open. These give access to the ocean 
and consequently support our recreational activities of snorkelling and Scuba diving.   

Access to Pelicans (Long reef) has always been available from a primary track accessed from a small 
carpark located off the Basin road. This path is still reasonably well defined with some parts having 
duckboards covering sandy areas. The car park used to have approximately five parks that was 
generally sufficient for the usage. This carpark has now been partially overgrown with coastal wattle, 
not native to this area, and marram grass. This has reduced parking capacity. This path is important 
to Scuba Divers, Snorkelers with heavy equipment to carry, as it is the closest direct path to the Long 
Reef. Access along the beach from the Basin carpark or Killarney boat ramp carpark is a considerably 
longer distance.   

This is an existing primary track. It does not have high usage but its continued existence does provide 
support for the goal stated above. Having a single defined track does reduce impact on the 
environment. Our group  are also Scuba Divers. We are 
happy to assist Parks Vic. to clear vegetation that has grown over the carpark area.   

The access tracks to the beach from Gormans Lane and Towilla Way also provide access to the ocean 
for snorkelling and scuba diving. This access is vital as we often have heavy gear to carry. These 
tracks have limited use from people participating in diving activities but have greater usage from 
recreational horse and dog walkers. These primary access tracks should be maintained.  

  

Addressed to page 57: Golfies will continue to be a key site for active recreation providing for a 
variety of uses including walking, horse and dog exercise, beach fishing and surfing.  

Reposition of the carpark further inland ….separate parking for horse floats and general public.  

  

Golfies has been used for decades by anglers, surfers, swimmers, families, dog walkers, windsurfers 
and kite boarders. It is an important access to this “wilder” beach area. Many users carry heavy 
equipment such as fishing tackle, surfboards, windsurfing and kitesurfing gear and picnic gear. It is 
also a great spot for people to relax and is important for the mental health of the many user groups. 
Golfies car park’s main attraction is its proximity to the ocean. Users have a parking place with direct 
viewing of the sea. Consequently, Golfies carpark should remain in its present location for 
recreational users.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The main wear and tear on this car park has occurred recently and has been caused by commercial 
horse trainers. If commercial horse riding is relocated to the proposed location at Levis Beach, horse 
floats will not use this carpark and it can remain in its present position as it has for decades.  

  

Golfies carpark should remain in its present location for recreational users.                                                                                   
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Key management theme #4: Managing in partnership   

How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Managing in partnership’ included in the draft 
management plan?   

□   Very unsupporƟve  

  

Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant 
headings corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach 
more pages if required).  

  

Key management theme #5: Research and monitoring  

  

How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Research and monitoring’ included in the draft 
management plan?  

  

□   Very unsupporƟve  

Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant 
headings corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach 
more pages if required).  
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Wednesday, 14 March 2018 

Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria 
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

To whom it may concern, 

Re: Warmambool Beach Training Support Submission 

As a current member of the Warrnambool Racing Club, this letter is written to provide my 
support to the continuation of Beach training in Warrnambool. 

I am very proud of the fact we have the beaches to offer this unique horse training opportunity, 
this for certain provides significant positive economic benefits to our local community, and 
employs many passionate people. 

What we have is unique and something our community is proud of, as a result I am fully 
supportive of the continuation of horse training on our local beaches. 

Regards, 



Submission for  
Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 

About you: 
 
Your name:  
Your Organisation (if relevant): several but all N/A 
 
Postcode:  
 
Email or Postal address:  
 
THIS SUBMISSION IS:   X NOT CONFIDENTIAL      Date: 13 March, 2018 
 

Your Comments: 

Please Note – The following information will be made publically available. 
Main reason for interest:  
Environmental interest, parks visitor concerned about current government trashing parks 
 
 
 
How often do you or your organisation use the reserve?  
□      Daily     □   Weekly     x      Monthly           
How do you or your organisation mainly use the reserve?  
□      Walking or running  □      Dog walking □      Using the beach (swimming and surfing) 
□      Horse riding  □      Horse training □      Volunteering 
□      Camping   □      HunƟng  □      Fishing/boaƟng 
□      Picnicking   x      Birdwatching □      Socialising 
□      Other (please specify): _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Which part(s) of the reserve do you or your organisation most frequently use? 
□      West of Killarney (Port Fairy side)  □      Between Killarney and Big Baldy 
□      East of Big Baldy (Warrnambool side) x      Not sure 
 
 
General comments 

1. Your boxes to be ticked are too simplistic and seem to be biased with no option for a “very 
unsupportive” position but 2 “very supportive” options. The options are unduly simplistic because I 
usually support some of the goals/strategies but not always all of them. 

2. Also, I generally support - cultural heritage protection; education and interpretation; monitoring 
and research; rationalisation and closure of inappropriate beach access; and dog control, but the 
draft plan is severely flawed because it attempts to entrench and expand an extremely 
environmentally destructive activity – racehorse training – at the expense of the environment, 
particularly the endangered Hooded Plover. The draft plan represents ecological vandalism. 

3. According to the draft plan, the reserve is the most important Hooded Plover breeding area in 
Victoria. Racehorse training is even proposed for areas where Hooded Plovers have nested. This is 
nothing but ecological vandalism, which should never be allowed in any conservation reserve. The 
length of beaches available to racehorse training would, under the plan, be increased by 250% 
(from 2 km to 5 km) and the number of horses by 400% (from 65 to 256 each day). That represents 
25% of the reserve’s beaches, with nothing in the plan to stop future expansion. The draft plan 
would allow racehorses back into 750 metres of fragile dunes behind Levy’s Beach and at Hoon Hill, 
where in the past they have caused severe dune erosion. The plan even recommends racehorse 
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training within the Conservation Zone at Rutledge’s Cutting. This is all ecological vandalism of the 
highest order and the draft plan’s risk assessment states that management will not change the risk. 
It remains – extreme.  
Racehorse training started wrecking the beaches in 2015. Since then there have been numerous 
breaches of licensing conditions, public safety has been compromised, and taxpayers have had to 
pay for enhanced Parks Victoria “management” of racehorses. Expanding racehorse training will 
only exacerbate the bad situation. 
 

4. The draft plan claims on page vi of the executive summary that it is consistent with the ‘existing 
strategies and guidelines of relevant governing bodies’. This is simply not true. It is inconsistent 
with the: 

o original and ongoing purpose of the reserve which aims to conserve coastal wildlife and 
cultural heritage, and support passive recreation and public education; 

o Victorian Coastal Strategy, which urges that coastal dune and beach systems be protected from 
damage and that any uses should be coastal dependent, which means they can only be carried 
out along the coast, which is not the case for racehorse training;  

o City of Warrnambool’s planning scheme in which the Levy’s Beach to Hoon Hill area is covered 
by a Public Conservation and Resource Zone, which lists the uses that are allowed with or 
without a permit. Any uses not listed are prohibited, and racehorse training is one of these. 
 

5. The draft plan includes the LCC recommendations for the area which stated that the area should be 
managed for protection of the coastline, allowing for conservation, education and compatible 
recreation. Commercial racehorse training was not envisaged by the LCC as a valid use. It is not a 
recreation, and certainly not education and is completely incompatible with conservation. 
Furthermore, when the LCC was looking at the area, almost nothing was known about Hooded Plovers. 
In fact, the 1976 LCC Report on the Corangamite Study Area lists the Hooded Dotterel (as the Hooded 
Plover was then known) as occurring only in pasture and not coastal habitats. Had the LCC known then 
what we know now about Hooded Plovers, their recommendations could well have been much 
stronger on conservation. The draft plan fails to recognise our increased knowledge about hooded 
plovers and their endangered status and actually provides for poorer conservation management than 
envisaged by the LCC. 
 

6. I am spending time preparing this submission in the hope that Parks Vic will demonstrate some 
concern for science and environmental protection and will not simply bow down to the Victorian 
government which is only concerned with appeasing their anti-environment friends, in this case the 
small group of commercial racehorse people. 
 

 

About the vision- Belfast Coastal Reserve, 15 years from now…: 
 
How supportive are you of the vision for the Belfast Coastal Reserve? 
  
X   Unsupportive Why are we given 2 “very supportive” options, but no “very unsupportive” option 
in the submission guide? 
 
Comments:  
 
Much of the vision is acceptable, but horse riding, particularly racehorse training, has no place in the 
reserve, due to its excessive environmental impacts, particularly on the endangered Hooded Plover. You 
CANNOT avoid conflicts between racehorse training and other users and the environment. To suggest 
otherwise is wrong and misleading. Horse riding should be deleted from the vision statement and 
racehorse training should be removed from the reserve. 

 

Key management theme #1: Cultural landscape and living heritage 
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How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Cultural landscape and living heritage’ included in the draft 
management plan? 
 
X   Supportive  
 
 
Comments:  
 
I generally support the proposed strategies, particularly maintaining geological features and protecting 
cultural landscape values. However, the goals and strategies ignore the extreme risk to cultural heritage 
values from racehorse training 
 

Key management theme #2: Healthy Country 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Healthy Country’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
partly   Supportive partly   Very unsupportive  
 
Comments:  
 
The plan states (P. 27) “The protection of vulnerable fauna such as Hooded Plover will require reducing 
threats to these species through controls on the key impacting activities of dogs, horses and people.” 
However, the plan provides absolutely no strategy for reducing threats to the Hooded Plover from horses. 
P. 29 of the plan indicates that racehorse training will present extreme risk to wildlife, cultural heritage 
values, and coastal habitats, even after management actions. You cannot have healthy country which is 
also used intensively for racehorse training. 
One obvious method of reducing horse threats to Hooded Plovers is to allow horse use only below the high 
tide level, yet not even this is mentioned. The plan suggests that Hooded Plover nests and chicks can be 
protected from trampling “through erection of temporary fencing and signage around individual breeding 
sites across the Reserve”. Since when have signs worked? – certainly not with dog owners who have 
regularly ignored those established to protect Hooded Plovers elsewhere. Since when have Hooded Plovers 
remained behind fences? These strategies are destined to fail, even according to the plan (P. 29). 
 
I do support goals of maintaining and enhancing habitats, reducing the impact of pest species and visitors, 
better management of marine, lake and swamp habitats, and building resilience to climate change. 
Building resilience to climate change is usually considered to be accomplished by reducing threats to the 
environment, the most serious of which is racehorse training. Sea-level rise will reduce beach width and 
increase impacts of the horses on beach habitat and wildlife. Banning racehorse training is an important 
way of building resilience to climate change. 
 
Jet skis have major impacts on birds and habitats yet there is no mention of banning them in all of the 
reserve. They should be banned in all parts of any reserve which are set aside for conservation purposes. 
They also conflict severely with most other users. 
 
 

Key management theme #3: Recreation and use 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Recreation and use’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
□   Very supporƟve X   Supportive of some □   Not sure/Don’t know 
□   UnsupporƟve X   Very unsupportive of all associated with racehorse training 
 
Comments:  
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I support many of the goals and strategies that relate to the recreational use of the Belfast Coastal Reserve 
in this chapter including increased enforcement, better management of vehicular use, dog walking and 
recreational horse riding, bans on dune boarding, hunting and off-road vehicles, reducing risks and 
improving safety, improving information, interpretation and education. But without the removal of 
commercial racehorse training, these goals will not be achieved. 
This chapter tends to lump racehorse training together with recreational horse riding in a dishonest 
fashion, and downplays the impacts of racehorse training. I cannot support this treatment of racehorse 
training and cannot support the belief that one goal in this chapter—Authorised uses of the Reserve are 
managed to minimise the effect on values and visitors – can be achieved with regards to racehorse training 
as this is simply incompatible with the goals of the plan and the purposes of the reserve. 
The draft plan recommends strict controls on where and how recreational uses are to be managed in the 
future, whereas racehorse training can be expanded. This is ridiculous and something I cannot support. 

Section 6.5 seems to emphasise the local economic importance of horse racing, but it is unlikely that this can 
be all attributed to racehorse training in Belfast Reserve, and there is no economic assessment of the economic 
costs imposed by racehorse training. Therefore such a superficial and one-sided economic analysis, so loved by 
those who ignore environmental and social costs, is essentially meaningless. 

Jet skis should not be allowed in reserve waters, including Belfast Lough, because of their disturbance to 
wildlife and other recreational users, and damage to shallow water habitats. 

Dogs should not be allowed off-leash from 1 August to 30 November at Killarney Beach, coinciding with the 
first part of the hooded plover breeding season 

 

Key management theme #4: Managing in partnership 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Managing in partnership’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
□   Very supporƟve □   SupporƟve □   Not sure/Don’t know 
□   UnsupporƟve X   Very unsupportive 
 
Comments:  
 
Although I support the first goal in this chapter of coordinated management of the Reserve, I do not support 
the strategies that aim to achieve it. Coordinated management of the reserve is very unlikely as the plan 
recommends retaining a fragmented management between the City of Warrnambool, Moyne Shire Council and 
Parks Victoria, all of which have different management priorities and all of which are subject to different 
political influences. The only way coordinated management can occur is to have one management authority in 
charge, and that should be Parks Victoria. The reserve should become a park under the National Parks Act. 

I do not support the proposed 5 and 10 year reviews of implementation of the plan. These are too long a 
time frame for threatened species likely to be impacted by the plan. A one to two yearly review cycle is 
required.  
 
 

Key management theme #5: Research and monitoring 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Research and monitoring’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
□   Very supporƟve X   Supportive □   Not sure/Don’t know 
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□   UnsupporƟve □   Very supporƟve 
 
Comments:  
 
I generally support this chapter’s goal and strategies and the indicators to be used to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the management plan. However, the plan provides absolutely no strategy about how it will lower the 
extreme risk presented by commercial racehorse training (see table on page 29). All the research and 
monitoring in the world will not reduce this risk, so racehorse training should be removed from the reserve. 
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Tuesday, 13 March 2018 
 
 
Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 
As an owner of horse/s trained in Warrnambool, the opportunities beach training presents as 
well as the relaxed country environment the district has to offer is the key reason why I will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region. 

I am , amazed at the amazing improvement that my horse has had since 
moving to the area, which leaves no doubt in my mind the positive effect and  natural facilites 
the region has had  
 
If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become limited, 
thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would have huge 
effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as taking away the 
opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in the region.  
 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 
 
Regards, 
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13/03/2018 

 

   
Prohibition of Windsurfing Kitesurfing and Surfing on the Belfast Lough and Rutledge’s Cutting 
(saltwater swamp). 
 

 
I use the Belfast Lough and Rutledge’s Cutting on quite a number of occasions per year. Both the 
Lough and Cutting are only waist deep so creates a safe environment for new learners as the Ocean 
is to dangerous to learn on at first. 
 
I notice that Boating, Jet skiing and Yachting are allowed on these places but Windsurfing and Kiting  
are not. How does that make any sense?? Especially when it is too shallow for a motorised vehicle to 
go on the Lake. 
 
Windsurfing and Kitesurfing on the Belfast Lough and Rutledge’s Cutting are very passive activities 
with no environmental effect. The Lough and the Cutting are not used frequently and then only by a 
small number of enthusiasts.  
 
I would also like to point out that in the Lough and Cutting there are no shellfish or living crustatians  
Due to the putrid mud on the bottom. 
 

Windsurfers and Kite surfers do not clash with other user groups on the Lough or Cutting, as they are 
usually the only water user group on the Lough or cutting. They also keep these areas clean as they 
collect rubbish and care for the surrounds. Surely, Parks Vic should embrace this major positive 
effect. 

I also would like to comment on the restrictions of walking our dogs on the beach.  We are locals 
who live in this area and have for years enjoyed freely walking our dogs on the beaches, without 
doing any harm to the environment or native birds/wildlife.  I feel that our freedom is being 
compromised.  As Locals who live here, we care for the natural state of our beaches and act 
responsibly when walking our dogs on the beach. 

I hope that Parks Vic amend the draft plan to allow windsurfing and Kitesurfing on the Belfast Lough 
and Rutledge’s Cutting. Both groups do not have a negative effect on the environment.  

Regards 
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About the vision- Belfast Coastal Reserve, 15 years from now ... : 

How supportive are you of the vision for the Belfast Coastal Reserve? 
o Very supportive o 5uiJportive u Not sure/Don't know 
o Unsupportive /<(Very supportive 

Comments: (Your submission con be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Key management theme #1: Cultural landscape and living heritage 

How supportive are you of the strategies for 'Cultural landscape and living heritage' included in the draft 
management plan? 

~ry supportive 

' ' Unsupportive 

o Supportive u Not sure/Don't know 
o Very supporti ve 
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Key management theme #2: Healthy Country 

How supportive are you of the strategies for 'Healthy Country' included in the draft management plan? 

n Very supportive o Supportive ijVI{ot sure/Don't know 
n Unsupportive n Very supportive 

''--'-
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Key management theme #3: Recreation and use 

How supportive are you of the strategies for 'Recreation and use' included in the draft management plan? 

n Very supportive 
n Unsupportive 

cY Supportive r Not sure/Don't know 
o Very supportive 

Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Key management theme #4: Managing in partnership 

How supportive are you of the strategies for ' Managing in partnership' included in the draft management 
plan? 

o Very supportwe 
o Unsupportive 

rV'Supportive ~ Not sure/ Don' t know 
o Very supportive 

Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevon!' headings 
corresponding to pion sections or strategies, noting page and parogrop!J numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Key management theme #5: Research and monitoring 

How supportive are you of the strategies for 'Research and monitoring' included in the draft management 
plan? 

o Very supportive 
o Unsupportive 

~pportive c Not sure/Don't know 
a Very supportive 

Comments: (Your subm1ssion con be as shorr or lang as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting poge and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Belfast Coastal Reserve Draft Management Plan 

Submission 

 

Key management theme #1 Cultural landscape and living heritage (pp13-24) 

For management of the Belfast Coastal Reserve (the Reserve), I support engaging 
Traditional Owners and community connections in ensuring cultural landscape 
values and heritage features are not destroyed by commercial horse racing training 
on this fragile coastal reserve. Public beaches and coastal reserves are not the 
places for races horses to be galloping up and down the beaches. Didn’t government 
ban cattle from the High Plains because of the damage to the fragile ecosystems 
there?  

I quote and have highlighted significant information in the Draft Management Plan. 

“There are several areas of the Belfast Coastal Reserve where Aboriginal cultural heritage is being  
negatively impacted by visitors, particularly related to dune access. This impact ranges from  
relatively low (foot traffic) through to extremely high (four-wheel drive traffic and repeated horse  
traffic).  
 
There is presently a lack of clear signage at many authorised access points informing park users of 
areas that they are prohibited from accessing with recreational vehicles, such as four-wheel drives 
and motorbikes, and with horses. Over many years of repeated use, a spider web of  
unauthorised tracks has informally established across many parts of the sensitive dune system,  
impacting vegetation and environmental values and posing a risk from erosion and disturbance to  
surface and sub-surface archaeological deposit. A key priority to protect and manage cultural and 
natural values will involve preventing on-going disturbance to unauthorised tracks to allow the 
natural regeneration of vegetation and dune stabilisation. 
 
“There are currently potential risks and impacts to Aboriginal cultural heritage from existing authorised 
activities including recreational horse riding, licensed horse riding tours and licensed commercial 
racehorse training which are being undertaken in the Reserve under a range of varying conditions. 
Each activity is currently undertaken in different ways and may pose different risks.” 
 
My point is how will increasing commercial horse training improve the existing 
mismanagement of Belfast Coastal Reserve? Existing authorised activities have 
already had an impact on sensitive dune system and on-going disturbance of 
middens and the Reserve’s Aboriginal cultural landscape.  
 
If the government is sincere about respecting Aboriginal cultural heritage, then it 
should not support commercial horse racing over what is a significant cultural 
heritage area. Haven’t we destroyed enough already since white colonisation without 
further trashing this coastal reserve? Indeed, the very purpose of the reserve was to 
preserve cultural heritage and to conserve its coastal wildlife. By allowing 

Parks Victoria - Non-Confidential Submissions to Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 2018



commercial horse training, the government will be placing commercial interests 
above Aboriginal cultural heritage. 
 
 
Key management theme #2: Healthy Country 
 
 
“Remnant native vegetation can be readily degraded by human, animal and vehicle disturbance. For 
example, research has shown that low levels of horse trampling can cause a significant reduction in 
vegetation height with fewer plant species found on trampled sites (Dyring 1990).  
 
The rate of soil stress is dependent on the amount of horse trampling and characteristics of soils, 
however, structurally unstable deposits such as dunes are more readily impacted by this process 
(Phillips and Newsome 2002). Deluca et al. (2001) and Wilson and Seeny (2009) determined that 
horses caused the greater degree of trail erosion as they loosen soils to a greater degree than hikers 
and motorcyclists, due to their relative weight and high exerted ground pressure. “ 
 
Horses have no place in the fragile ecosystem of the coastal reserve. Horse dung 
may also contain weed seeds and carry tetanus. The increasing impact of 
commercial horse training will only compound what is already being degraded by 
other forms of recreation. Even low levels of trampling by horses cause a significant 
reduction in vegetation height as stated in the first paragraph above according to 
Dyring’s (1990) findings. 
 
Hooded plovers and other shorebirds are at their most vulnerable during the nesting 
season. Since previous coastal mismanagement by the planting of marram grass 
has changed the reserve’s dunes into much steeper formations, these shorebirds 
have no other option but to nest on the beaches.  
 
I am also deeply concerned that by increasing access for commercial horse training 
and other recreational activities in the Reserve will further impact on the habitat of 
the critically endangered Orange-bellied Parrot as reported in the assessment below 
by BirdLife. 
 

“A 2016 assessment reported by BirdLife International found the pressure on Orange-bellied Parrot 
populations is also very high between Port Fairy and Warrnambool, due principally to human 
intrusions and disturbance from recreational activities impacting the majority of the population (50-
90%) and resulting in rapid to severe deterioration (BirdLife International 2017).  
 
Many of the risks described for Hooded Plovers also threaten species such as the Orange-bellied 
Parrot. Dogs, vehicles and horses can displace wildlife, create disturbance and stress in animals, and 
cause direct and indirect wildlife mortality. “ 
 
My point is racehorses thundering up and down the beach would create even more 
disturbance and stress to local wildlife. We are also looking at an increase in horse 
trucks and floats parking in carpark bay areas and general noise which may impact 
on other stakeholders who wish to use the Reserve for their enjoyment and 
recreation. 
 

“BirdLife Australia analysed Hooded Plover monitoring data from the 2006/07 to 2010/11 breeding 
seasons across 28 parks and reserves managed by Parks Victoria (Birdlife Australia 2014). Hooded 
Plover monitoring sites in the Belfast Coastal Reserve were found to be the most threatened in the 
State, particularly around Rutledges Cutting, The Basin and Levy’s Beach.” 
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Should we be even discussing this submission when BirdLife Australia data shows 
that the Belfast Coastal Reserve’s population of Hooded Plover is the most 
threatened in the State? 

 

Key management theme #3 Recreation & use (pages 45-69 

Let’s not beat around the bush here. I think the above heading should read: 
Recreation and commercial use. 

We are discussing allowing an activity that is not listed in the original City of 
Warrnambool’s planning scheme between Levy’s Beach to Hoon Hill area which is 
covered by a Public Conservation and Resource Zone. Where on the list of uses is 
commercial racehorse training mentioned? Commercial horse racing is big business 
and is part of the powerful gambling industry.  

Commercial horse racing is neither passive recreation or part of public education. 
And going by recent findings by the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board, can we 
rely on the racing industry’s integrity to do the right thing in protecting our coastal 
reserve’s native flora and fauna?  

“One of the most significant impacts of horses on beaches in the Reserve is the disturbance of beach-
nesting shorebirds, their eggs and chicks during the breeding season. The Hooded Plover and 
several other shorebirds breed on the beaches from August to March. The total number and 
frequency of all horses on the beach contributes to the overall level of shorebird disturbance from a 
range of sources. While horse riders may be required to ride below the high-tide line on beaches to 
avoid nesting habitat or stay a distance away from marked nest sites, compliance with this guideline 
may be poor during a high tide (particularly spring-tides) when the area of available space on the 
beach can be limited and riders may advance higher on the beach into nesting habitat. It is therefore 
critical that the most significant areas for shorebird breeding are protected from disturbances including  
those from horses(p51)”  
 

 Can Parks Victoria guarantee that by allowing more horses in the Reserve will not 
further degrade fragile coastal habitat? The above paragraph does not give me any 
confidence that allowing racehorses in the Reserve will not impact on shorebird 
nesting sites. Therefore, I do not support a permit system for commercial horse 
training in the reserve (p51). 

 

I also support dogs to be kept on a leash, especially during breeding and nesting 
season of the Reserve’s shorebirds. Some dog owners are reluctant to comply with 
regulations restricting dogs on beaches (Mornington Peninsular Dog Access Study, p 
50) My own experience with unrestrained dogs in rural areas is they can pose a 
significant threat around people, domestic animals and wildlife. I would prefer no 
dogs allowed in the conservation zone (p51). Monitoring of dogs on leashes and 
times allowed on beaches is just too difficult to police. 

Key management theme #4 Managing in partnership (pages 71-75) 

I support the first goal of coordinated management of the Reserve, but the Reserve 
should be made a park under the National Parks Act. We have already lost one 
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significant park-Tower Hill which has been downgraded to a game reserve even 
though it was proclaimed Victoria’s first National Park in 1892. Park mismanagement 
saw this unique area trashed by selfish local interests. It would be a pity to see 
selfish interests also trash Belfast Coastal Reserve.  

I do not support the fragmented management of the Reserve If this region could be 
proclaimed a National park and properly managed respectful of its cultural heritage 
and valued for its biodiversity. 

 

Conclusion 

I support some elements discussed in the draft coastal management plan: cultural 
heritage protection, joint management, education and interpretation, monitoring and 
research, rationalisation and closure of inappropriate beach access and increased 
dog control. However, I do not support any commercial horse training activities in the 
Reserve.  

The argument for supporting commercial horse training in the Reserve has been that 
it is good for the region’s economy. The statistical trends show horseracing revenue 
is on the decline. According to the Thoroughbred Daily News, an aging demographic 
is responsible for the steady decline (Towers, 2017). According to one analysis by 
Woodbine Entertainment Group (cited in Towers 2017), wagering will be a fraction of 
what is today with most major punters over the age of 60. The decline is the result of 
negative growth in the 20-40-year age group. Another report by the New York Times 
( Liebman 2010) similarly supports the generation gap factor as well as added 
pressure from other gambling sources as being responsible for horseracing’s 
decline. Statistically, the perceived economic benefit of commercial horse training is 
short term, but the negative impact on the Reserve will have long-term 
consequences, if not irreversible damage to a fragile coastal ecosystem.  

Poker machines, as a source of revenue, generate income and employment 
opportunities for many local hotels and clubs. However, strict permits and limits are 
placed on poker machines to protect the wider community from the negative effects 
of gambling. Unlike the management of poker machines, permits issued to allow 
access to commercial racehorse training in the Reserve will be difficult to regulate 
and expensive to police.  

Tourism generates an estimated $200.127 million of Warrnambool’s total economic 
output of 4.025 billion (WCC Economy Profile). Eco-tourism can help boost the 
economy in this region. Many overseas visitors are seeking an alternative 
experience away from crowded cities (p 58). Natural pristine habitats boasting a 
diversity of flora and fauna are becoming increasingly popular with both domestic 
and international visitors. 

Land clearing and farming has drastically altered the natural landscape and has 
impacted on the region's biodiversity. The Reserve is still relatively remote and so 
has been an important nesting habitat for migratory and local shorebirds. If we 
increase the area available from 2km to 5km for commercial horse training (250% 
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increase), then Parks Victoria has failed in its duty as custodian to preserve the 
Reserve’s Aboriginal cultural heritage and to conserve its biodiversity from being 
denuded by commercial interests. To even consider allowing racehorses within the 
conservation zone at Rutledge’s Cutting is beyond belief. Horse riding impacts on 
both dunes and shorebirds as reported in the draft submission. Research by Drying 
(1990), Phillips and Newson (2002), Delueca et al. (2002), Wilson and Seeny (2009), 
all support the findings that horses over other forms recreational activities have the 
greatest impact on coastal habitats. Therefore, coastal habitats such as the Belfast 
Coastal Reserve, in my opinion, are unsuitable environments for commercial horse 
training activities. 

Supporting an industry which is in decline is, in my opinion, a myopic short-term 
strategy lacking vision and accountability. Therefore, I question the validity of 
allowing commercial horse training in the Reserve without considering long-term 
financial viability or ecological sustainability. I can only hope that our Honourable 
Ministers Liliana D-Ambrosio and Luke Donellan are not wearing blinkers when 
deciding on the fate of our beautiful Belfast Coastal Reserve. 

 

 

Sources: 

Liebman, B 2010, The Rail, Reasons for the decline in horseracing, The New York 
Times, accessed 13 March 2018: 
<https://therail.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/06/reasons-for-the-decline-of-horse-
racing/ >. 

Towers, D 2017, This time, horseracing’s aging demographic problem is very real, 
Thoroughbred Daily News, updated August 29, 2017: 
<http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/this-time-horse-racings-aging-
demographic-problem-is-very-real/  >. 

Warrnambool City Council, Economy Profile, accessed 13/03/2018: 
<http://www.economyprofile.com.au/warrnambool/tourism/output >. 
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Tuesday, 13 March 2018 
 
 
Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 
As an owner of horse/s trained in Warrnambool, the opportunities beach training presents as 
well as the relaxed country environment the district has to offer is the key reason why I will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region. 
 

 we consider that the 
advantages offered by the close proximity to the beach provide an additional means of 
bringing, and keeping, our horse at peak fitness.  Local trainers create a viable, sustainable 
and important industry that provides many employment opportunities of great importance to 
the area, both directly and indirectly. 
 
We do not believe that the training of horses in the beach areas have any negative long-term 
environmental problems.  Natural tidal movements take care of any possible damage that 
may occur from the ocean itself to the high-water mark.  There is no evidence that horses 
are doing any more damage, long term, than normal fishing, pedestrian and fitness 
movements in the areas. 
 
If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become 
limited, thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would 
have huge effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as 
taking away the opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in 
the region.  
 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 
 

Regards, 
 
 
 

 
Address as stated in letterhead 
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Tuesday, 13 March 2018 

Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victona 
Level10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

To whom it may concern, 

Re: Warmambool Beach Training Support Submission 

As an owner of horse/s trained in Warmambool, the opportunities beach training presents as 
well as the relaxed country em11ronment the d1stnct has to offer is the key reason why I Will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region. 

If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become limited. 
thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would have huge 
effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as taking away the 
opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in the region. 

The opportunity to tra1n horses on Levy's Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongomg 
success of horse training in Warmambool which I am fully supportive of. 

Regards. 



Submission template for  
Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 

About you: 
 
Your name:  

 
 
Your Organisation (if relevant): ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode: 
_____________________ __________________________________________________________ 
 
Email or Postal address: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS SUBMISSION IS:   □ CONFIDENTIAL     □x NOT CONFIDENTIAL      Date: 
5//02/2017__________ 
 

Your Comments: 

Please Note – The following information will be made publically available. 
Main reason for interest: (such as local resident, visitor to parks, tourism operator, environmental interest, 
business operator, education interest, scientific interest) 

 We enjoy walking our dog on the beach. We understand 
the damage that dogs can do to fauna if uncontrolled and in sensitive areas are happy to walk with our dog 
on a leash. To block our dog from the coastal area is unnecessary  . We have enough trouble enjoying the 
wilderness with our canine friend as we are also blocked from  most national parks. We especially enjoy 
Port Fairy and surrounds because this is not at present the case!  
 
 
 
 
How often do you or your organisation use the reserve?  
□x      Daily     □   Weekly     □      Monthly     □   A couple of times a year     □   Rarely      □   Never 
 
 
How do you or your organisation mainly use the reserve?  
□      Walking or running  □x      Dog walking □x      Using the beach (swimming and surfing) 
□      Horse riding  □      Horse training □      Volunteering 
□      Camping   □      HunƟng  □      Fishing/boaƟng 
□x      Picnicking   □      Birdwatching □      Socialising 
□      Other (please specify): _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Which part(s) of the reserve do you or your organisation most frequently use? 
□x      West of Killarney (Port Fairy side)  □      Between Killarney and Big Baldy 
□      East of Big Baldy (Warrnambool side) □      Not sure 
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About the vision- Belfast Coastal Reserve, 15 years from now…: 
 
How supportive are you of the vision for the Belfast Coastal Reserve? 
□   Very supportive □   Supportive □x   Not sure/Don’t know 
□   Unsupportive □   Very supportive 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Key management theme #1: Cultural landscape and living heritage 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Cultural landscape and living heritage’ included in the draft 
management plan? 
 
□x   Very supportive □   Supportive □   Not sure/Don’t know 
□   UnsupporƟve □   Very supporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Key management theme #2: Healthy Country 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Healthy Country’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
□   Very supportive □   SupporƟve □   Not sure/Don’t know 
□x   Unsupportive □   Very supporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
 
He banning of dogs on leads is unnecessary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parks Victoria - Non-Confidential Submissions to Draft Belfast Coastal Reserve Management Plan 2018



Key management theme #3: Recreation and use 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Recreation and use’ included in the draft management plan? 
 
□   Very supporƟve □   SupporƟve □   Not sure/Don’t know 
□x   Unsupportive □   Very supporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Key management theme #4: Managing in partnership 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Managing in partnership’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
□x   Very supportive □   SupporƟve □   Not sure/Don’t know 
□   UnsupporƟve □   Very supporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Key management theme #5: Research and monitoring 
 
How supportive are you of the strategies for ‘Research and monitoring’ included in the draft management 
plan? 
 
□ x  Very supportive □   SupporƟve □   Not sure/Don’t know 
□   UnsupporƟve □   Very supporƟve 
 
Comments: (Your submission can be as short or long as you wish. Put comments under relevant headings 
corresponding to plan sections or strategies, noting page and paragraph numbers. Attach more pages if 
required). 
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Wednesday, 5 September 2018 
 
 
Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 
As an owner of horses trained in Warrnambool  

 the beach training presents as the main reason  
 Leg injuries and bone injuries are reduced by training 

on the beach rather than firm turf tracks . The region of Warrnambool is blessed with such 
beaches.  
 
If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become 
limited, thus there would be potential for them to be  

 or retire from racing all together. This would have huge effect on the local horse 
trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as taking away the opportunity for any 
return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in the region.  
 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of.  
    Please take the time to fully understand the impact of removing this privilege of access to 
the beach.  
 
Regards, 
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Tuesday, 13 March 2018 

Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria 
Level10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

To whom it may concern, 

Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission 

)wns two horses trained in Warrnambool, the 
opportunities beach training presents as well as the relaxed country environment the district 
has to offer is the key reason why I will continue to support the continuation of horse training 
in the region. 

we have found that the horses do not excel to their potential 
as quickly as horses that are trained on the beaches of Warrnambool. 

If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for our horses would have become 
limited, thus the only other option would have been for our horses to retire from racing all 
together. The loss of the ability to train horses on the beaches of Warrnambool would have 
huge effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as taking 
away the opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in the 
region. 

The opportunity to train horses on Levy's Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 
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Tuesday, 13 March 2018 

Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria 
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

To whom it may concern, 

Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission 

that owns a horse trained in Warrnambool, the 
opportunities beach training presents as well as the relaxed country environment the district 
has to offer is the key reason why I will continue to support the continuation of horse training 
in the region. 

It was with no hesitation that we 
transferred our horse to Warrnambool and he has excelled due to beach training. 

If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for this horse would have become 
limited, thus the only other option would have been for our horse to retire from racing all 
together. The loss of the ability to train horses on the beaches of Warrnambool would have 
huge effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as taking 
away the opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in the 
region. 

The opportunity to train horses on Levy's Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 

Regar.Qs, 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 

 owner of horses trained in Warrnambool, the opportunities beach training presents 
as well as the relaxed country environment the district has to offer is the key reason why I will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region. 
 
If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become limited, 
thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would have huge 
effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as taking away the 
opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in the region.  
 

 

 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 
 
Regards, 
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Manager 
Parks Planning 
Parks Victoria  
Level 10, 535 Bourke St 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
 
To whom it may concern,     
 
 
Re: Warrnambool Beach Training Support Submission  
 
As an owner of horse/s trained in Warrnambool, the opportunities beach training presents as 
well as the relaxed country environment the district has to offer is the key reason why I will 
continue to support the continuation of horse training in the region. 
 
I only send my horses to Warrnambool because of the beaches. 
 
If this opportunity was not available, the opportunities for these horses would become 
limited, thus there would be potential for them to retire from racing all together. This would 
have huge effect on the local horse trainers, horse numbers would decrease as well as 
taking away the opportunity for any return to continue to fund future horses to be trained in 
the region.  
 
The opportunity to train horses on Levy’s Beach and the dunes is critical for the ongoing 
success of horse training in Warrnambool which I am fully supportive of. 
 
Regards, 
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