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Conceptual vision: View West from potential new Twelve Apostles lookout

New staircase concept studies Concept – new staircase loop route along the beach at Gibsons Steps

Cut staircase near The Arch The existing Gibson Steps Trollstigplataet Lookout, Norway by Reiulf Ramstad 
Architects

Cut staircase descending to the ocean at London Bridge
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The Glenample Homestead is proposed as a providore style 
café and larder where regional produce can be tasted and 
purchased.  The area around the historic homestead and farm 
is proposed to comprise a children’s farm and kitchen gardens 
that combine with the providore to provide a taste of the 
regional experience, even if only visiting for 20 minutes. 

The precinct, 5 minutes by shuttle bus, 15 minutes by bike or 
a one hour walk from Princetown, has a unique relationship 
with the township. A shuttle transport service, bicycle share 
scheme and a walking trail are proposed to link Princetown to 
the Twelve Apostles Glenample Precinct.

World-class upgrades to the existing visitor infrastructure (trails, 
lookouts, landings, steps, boardwalks and viewing hides) are 
proposed as a high priority to lift the quality of experience on 
offer, to rationalise access and movement, improve safety and 
reduce the extent of redundant signage and barrier fencing that 
clutter and interrupts views. 

Improved access to the best views is created by new state-
of-the-art facilities that include shelter for rainy or hot days. 
An iconic tunnel and beach stairs experience is proposed at 
Gibson Steps which can be use to control access to the beach 
during severe conditions for visitor safety. A network of world-
class trails and visitor facilities integrate with the Great Ocean 
Walk and the 12 Apostles Trail to provide regional walking and 
bicycle connections east and west.

Glenample Homestead and Visitor Experience Centre

Glenample Visitor Experience Centre by Denton Corker Marshall
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View from Glenample Homestead
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Education programs and guided toursStonehenge Visitor Centre by Denton Corker Marshall, photo by Denton Corker Marshall
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Glenample Homestead as an orientation point
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NOTE: Trail boardwalk and lookout alignments shown 
are indicative only. Further detailed design, alignment 
and planning approvals, including a cultural heritage 
management plan and consultation with Traditional Owners, 
will be required prior to implementation. Setting parameters 
in the Experience + Wayfinding Strategy inform any 
development opportunities. Further design development and 
transport logistics to be prepared in consultation with bus 
operators and transport industry.
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Princetown’s relationship with the Gellibrand River, its wetlands 
and beach connections, coupled with the Great Ocean Walk 
and local camping, has informed how the master plan might 
better connect the town to the Great Otway National Park and 
Port Campbell National Park.

A cluster of low-key eco-tourism, adventure and recreation 
opportunities, including wetland boardwalks, viewing hides, 
a kayak/canoe, fishing and bicycle hub and a new trail loop 
to the Glenample Homestead and associated precinct, are 
proposed. This will be done in consultation with Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority to provide better facilities to 
connect visitors with the Gellibrand River and estuary.

The existing boardwalk from the township through to the 
Gellibrand River is proposed to intersect at a new ‘trail 
head’ for the Great Ocean Walk and 12 Apostles Trail 
providing walkers and riders direct connection to services, 
accommodation and amenities.

A visitor pod comprising a shuttle transport and bicycle share 
stop is proposed in the township to enable locals access to 
public transport and visitors the opportunity to connect to the 
town and enjoy one of the walking loops. Significant additional 
parking is not proposed.

The master plan proposes the renewal and upgrade of the 
existing camping ground to potentially include “glamping”, 
cabins and better provide for the needs of touring motor 
homes and “big rigs”. This supports the trail head and eco-
tourism offer.

6.7	 PRINCETOWN TOWNSHIP INTERFACE PLAN

“Princetown, the doorway to the Shipwreck Coast, where gentle rolling hills and 
meandering waters meet the roaring ocean.”

Cliftons Beach on the edge of the Great Ocean Walk
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The Princetown to Glenample trail

Camping structures

Trail head, shelter and wayfinding – GASP, Tasmania, Room 11, photo by Ben Hosking

Hikers huts, photo from paperbackcamp.com.au

Ketchup’s Bank Glamping, Queensland, photo from paperbackcamp.com.au

6.0 TOWNSHIP AND PRECINCT PLANS



6

7

5

2

4

3

1

NOTE: Trail boardwalk and lookout alignments are shown as indicative only. Further detailed design, alignment and planning approvals, including 
a cultural heritage management plan and consultation with Traditional Owners, will be required prior to implementation. Setting parameters in the 
Experience + Wayfinding Strategy inform any development opportunities.

Princetown Township Interface Plan
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