
Malleefowl
Powerful big-foot builder

Shelter

These birds look heavy but are 
strong flyers. They sleep in trees 
at night time. Malleefowl lay their 
eggs in mounds on the ground 
made from sand and leaves. 

Victoria’s network of parks and reserves are an integral part of Aboriginal cultural landscapes. 
Parks Victoria respects the deep and continuing connection that Traditional Owners have 
to these landscapes and recognises their ongoing role in caring for Country.   

Care for our wildlife by printing this 
poster on recycled paper or by viewing 
it on your device.   

Protection

Malleefowl need a lot of leaf litter. 
They use it to find food and build 
warm mounds for their eggs. Their 
habitat needs protection from clearing 
and fires that burn too often.  

Care

Rangers and volunteers care for the 
Mallee by planting new trees and 
removing pests like foxes and cats. 
They protect Malleefowl habitat 
from fires so leaf litter can build up. 

Habitat

Malleefowl love the Mallee in 
north-west Victoria. The Mallee is dry, 
sunny and sandy. The plants growing 
there are short and tough. Malleefowl 
like the sandy soil and lots of leaf litter.    

Food

Malleefowl use their strong 
legs to scrape the leaf litter. As they 
walk, they uncover snacks. Their 
favourite foods are seeds, flowers, 
fruits, ants, cockroaches and lerps.  

Malleefowl:
• Only fly short distances 
• Are birds that lay eggs in mounds on the ground
• Use soil and leaf litter to keep their eggs warm
• Have grey heads, white chests and speckled wings
• Stay still and blend into the bush when scared 
• Are about as long as two watermelons 
• Weigh about the same as a chicken
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